BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL

PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 1st June 2023
134/23
PRESENT:


Cllrs Robert Bettley-Smith, Mandy Berrisford, Neil Bullock, Seb Daly, Angela Drakakis-Smith, David Hales, Richard Head and Chris Watkin.  

135/23
IN ATTENDANCE: 

PCSO Sarah Forrest

One member of the public


Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk)

Muna Clough (new Clerk).

136/23
The Chairman welcomed the new Clerk, Ms Muna Clough, to the meeting and members present introduced themselves.  Ms Clough had commenced her employment on 1st June and the current Clerk would retire after the July meeting.  The scheduled June and July meetings would allow for the phased handover of responsibilities.
137/23
The first item of business was the election of a Chairman for 2023-24. Cllr Robert Bettley-Smith was nominated by Cllr Daly and seconded by Cllr Head. There were no other nominations.


RESOLVED that Cllr Robert Bettley-Smith be elected as Chairman for 2023-24.

138/23
The next item of business was the election of a Vice-Chairman for 2023-24. Cllr Sebastian Daly was nominated by Cllr Bettley-Smith and seconded by Cllr Head. There were no other nominations.


RESOLVED that Cllr Sebastian Daly be elected as Vice-Chairman for 2023-24.

139/23
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Ecclestone, Karling, Owen and Speed (all for family reasons).  Given the change of date of the meeting it was RESOLVED that their apologies be accepted as valid reasons for absence under Section 85 of the Local Government Act 1972.  Apologies for absence had also been received from Borough Cllrs Gary and Simon White and County Cllr Northcott.
140/23
Members considered the declaration of interests in agenda items.  Cllr Daly declared a personal interest in planning application 23/00320 as the applicant was a client, an acquaintance and an employee of the school.

141/23
As a police representative was present and it would be an unproductive use of her time to require her to sit through the various items the Chairman suggested that her report could be taken at this point and the meeting could then return to its annual business.  This was agreed.

142/23
PCSO Forrest advised there was little to report.  There had been two thefts from Betley Court which were under investigation and some useful CCTV evidence had been obtained.  A neighbouring parish had installed some on-street CCTV cameras which had already assisted with securing a conviction; this might be something that could be beneficial to the parish.  It was agreed that the Council would give the matter further consideration.
143/23
The Council considered the appointment of representatives to serve on outside bodies and internal groups. The Chairman invited members to consider whether there should be any changes in the structure of the internal groups.



RESOLVED that the structure of internal groups remain unchanged.



Members then considered appointments to each group.  The Clerk advised that for all appointments bar one no changes had been proposed, however there were four members who had expressed an interest in serving on the Footpaths Working Group (membership three) and a ballot would therefore be necessary.  Cllr Drakakis-Smith indicated that in that case she would withdraw from the Group in order to avoid the need for a ballot.  The Chairman thanked her for withdrawing.

144/23
RESOLVED
a) that the following members (or residents where indicated*) be appointed to outside bodies:

Conservation Advisory Working Group

Berrisford sub. Watkin

(Members would only be expected to attend the Conservation Advisory Working Group when relevant items occur on the Agenda)
Madeley Locality Action Partnership

Watkin

(Members noted that the long term future of the LAP was uncertain)

Rural Runabout




Mr Andrew Jones *
Betley Trust





Hales
Village Hall Committee



Head

HS2 liaison





Berrisford


b) that the following members (or Clerk as appropriate) be appointed to internal groups:

Press Liaison




(Parish Magazine) Clerk to draft - to be approved by

Chairman, Vice-Chairman & Cllr Head







(Other media) Chairman & Vice-Chairman

Internal Accounts



Responsible Financial Officer (Clerk)

Sandy Croft Maintenance


Bettley-Smith, Daly, Hales, Karling, Speed

Memorial Garden



Bettley-Smith, Daly, Ecclestone, Hales, Speed

Website




Bullock, Daly, Head

Speedwatch Co-ordinator


Bullock

Traffic & Police Liaison Group

Bullock (lead member), Chairman, Vice-Chairman

(with Mr T Townsend be invited to contribute

  as appropriate)

Footpaths Group



Berrisford (lead member), Bullock, Owen

Lead Members for Highways

Balterley:
Karling

Betley:

Owen

Wrinehill:
Drakakis-Smith

145/23
The Clerk outlined to members the requirement to carry out certain annual requirements: the appointment of a Responsible Financial Officer, Internal Auditor, Risk Assessment, consideration of Standing Orders, and schedule of meetings for the coming year.

146/23  RESOLVED that the Clerk, Gwyn Griffiths, be reappointed as Responsible Financial Officer to 30 June 2023 and that the new Clerk, Muna Clough, be appointed to serve from 1 July 2023.

147/23
The Clerk advised members that Mr Tom Dunlop, who had served as Internal Auditor for several years, was willing to continue in the role at a fee of £40.

RESOLVED that Mr Tom Dunlop be reappointed as Internal Auditor.

148/23  RESOLVED that no change is required to the Council’s Risk Management Policy.

149/23  RESOLVED that no amendments to the Standing Orders were considered necessary.
150/23 Members considered the schedule of meetings for 2023-2024.  Unfortunately the new Clerk had a pre-arranged commitment on the normal date of the July meeting and it was suggested that the meeting be brought forward by one week.

RESOLVED that the Schedule of Meetings for 2023-2024 comprise a meeting on the 4th Thursday of each month (except for July when the meeting would be on the 3rd Thursday (20th July), but that no meeting be scheduled for August and December. 

151/23
The Clerk circulated copies of the Annual Governance Statement and Statement of Accounts and asked members to consider their contents so they could be considered and approved at the meeting of 22nd June.
152/23
One member of the public was present and indicated a wish to engage in public participation. The meeting was therefore adjourned to allow them to speak.


He had signed up to assist as a volunteer on footpath improvement work and wondered whether there was a time frame for the scheme to commence.  A member explained that there was no firm time frame at present but all potential volunteers would be kept informed.



The member of the public indicated that he would like to welcome the new Clerk to the Council and to the community.  He would also like to place on record his appreciation of the work of the retiring Clerk.  He was aware that the current Clerk had received unjustified negative press from certain quarters which he had seen and he advised the new Clerk to rise above such behaviour and not to be bullied or gaslighted in her role.



Ms Clough thanked the resident for his welcome and also wished to place on record her thanks to the retiring Clerk who had given up his own time to show her around the village, something he had not needed to do.

153/23
The Clerk reported that he had used Standing Order 32 to deal with two items of urgent business since the last meeting.  He had, in consultation with two members of the relevant Working Group, authorised an increase in the budget for summer bedding on the Memorial Garden from £500 to £600 which could be met from within the wider Memorial Garden budget.


He had written to the County Council Rights of Way section expressing concern at the lack of feedback from meetings between officers and a councillor and asking to be copied in on any notes from such meetings.



Cllr Drakakis-Smith challenged this and insisted that other members of the Working Group and the Council generally had been kept fully informed through the Reports and Minutes of the Working Group.  The Clerk explained that his concern was not about the meetings of the Working Group but meetings between one councillor and county officers, that details of such meetings were not advised in advance and that the details of what had been discussed at such meetings were unclear.  The Chairman expressed the view that based on the information provided to him there had not been a proper notification of such meetings.

154/23
Members considered the Minutes of the meeting of 27th April 2023. The Clerk had incorporated all of the amendments submitted in response to the initial draft but a further amendment had been circulated to members the previous day.  The Clerk indicated that he had concerns regarding the amendment, in particular  that the e-mail referred to the amendment being necessary to make the Minutes “truthful and accurate”.  He had no objection to members feeling that Minutes could be corrected or improved by rewording but he took exception to the suggestion that the draft Minutes he prepared were untruthful.  On a point of Order [S.O.18] the Chairman asked the proposer of the amendment whether they would withdraw the reference to the Minutes requiring change in order to be truthful.  Cllr Daly noted that the amendment, in part, referred to the delay in paying in the cheques received from the Bonfire Committee.  He took full responsibility for this as he had failed to pass the cheques on to the Clerk.  However the cheques had been in safe keeping and were paid in well within any time limit; he accepted responsibility and apologised to the Council.  This apology was accepted.



After further discussion the reference to truthfulness was withdrawn but the member maintained that the Minutes were still not a true record, and that even following approval by the Council they could be challenged.  The Chairman pointed out that he had received advice from the Monitoring Officer of the Borough Council that, once approved by the Council, the Minutes were a legal record of proceedings and could be taken as such at law.  In his view there was no higher authority on such matters than the relevant Monitoring Officer.



The Chairman having moved that the Minutes be approved the councillor was asked whether they still wished to pursue the matter and they indicated they would now move the amendment.  There being no seconder the amendment fell.


RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of 27th April be approved as a true record and be signed by the Chairman.


Cllr Drakakis-Smith requested that her vote against, on the grounds that the Minutes were not accurate,  be recorded in the Minutes in accordance with the provisions of Standing Order 9.
155/23
 The Clerk listed Action Points from the April meeting as follows:


  
108 – Copies of the Good Councillor’s Guide were now available and a copy had been supplied to the member who had requested one


123 – The planning matter had been referred to the Borough Council, had been registered and would be investigated in due course.



127 – Three (rather than two, as anticipated) solar-powered SIDs had been delivered, a new supplier having been identified who could supply at a lower price than anticipated.  In response to a question from a member the Clerk confirmed that the Council now owned eight devices, and the intention was that they would all be deployed.  The Traffic Working Group would meet to decide on locations but there was a definite intention to extend coverage to Den Lane.
156/23
There were no matters arising from the Annual Electors’ Meeting that were not otherwise covered on the Agenda.
157/23
The Clerk read the following statement regarding a complaint or complaints received by the Monitoring Officer (Newcastle Borough Council) on the behaviour of a councillor.  The same statement had been read to the Annual Electors’ Meeting in response to a question from a resident.
As Clerk I have been formally notified by the Newcastle Borough Council Monitoring Officer that he has received a number of complaints regarding the behaviour of a member of the parish council alleging one or more breaches of the Code of Conduct.

There is a procedure for dealing with such complaints which is now under way.

I have been formally notified of the identity of the councillor. I have not been formally notified of the names of the complainants. I regard any such information, at this stage, to be confidential though the subject and/or complainants may choose to identify themselves.

At the request of the Monitoring Officer I have supplied certain information regarding one alleged breach and a file is under preparation on further matters.

I will, of course, co-operate fully with any further requests from the Monitoring Officer.

The Clerk advised that if members wished to discuss the matter further it would be appropriate to consider whether the press and public should be excluded.


RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded during consideration of this matter under Section 1 (2 & 3) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 on the basis that advice has been received from a source other than the Council (i.e. the Monitoring Officer) and that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by placing in the public domain information that is currently an allegation which has yet to be investigated.  Such publicity might be considered unfair to the subject of the complaint or complaints (which may prove to be unfounded) and/or might compromise such investigation.
158/23
A member complained that the statement submitted to the meeting differed from that read to the Electors’ Meeting in that it made a reference to any investigation potentially being compromised.  The Clerk explained that the two statements were identical but that in the briefing to members he had pointed out why further discussion of the substantive issue might, should members so decide, justify exclusion of press and public to protect the interests of those involved in the complaint or complaints.


The member then expressed the view that the statement should have referred to “alleged behaviour” rather than “behaviour”.  The Clerk’s view was that this was not necessary as the complainant or complainants clearly felt that the behaviour justified their complaint or complaints; it was for the Monitoring Officer now to consider the matter and determine what action, if any, was necessary or appropriate.



The member maintained their disagreement with this view.

159/23
RESOLVED that the press and public be readmitted.
160/23
In presenting his report to members the Chairman advised that he had that morning sent an e-mail to a councillor in response to their behaviour.  This was not something he would normally do but felt things had reached a point where he felt it necessary.  He then read the e-mail to the meeting which set out his concerns which included the following points.  The member concerned had sent numerous e-mails asking questions, many of which had already been answered or could be answered by papers with which they had already been provided.  On many occasions there were further variations of the original question to no useful purpose.  There was a tendency to dissect answers given and then attribute some obscure meaning to what had been said and to ask further questions based on their interpretation.  Some issues had been the subject of intensive interrogation, such as the fact that the Chairman did not claim, nor ever had claimed, the Chairman’s allowance and despite explanations from both the Chairman and the Clerk the councillor concerned seemed to feel there was something odd about the matter.  The councillor had further claimed that the Parish Council, which is apolitical, was a subset of the Conservative Party based on two entries in the Register of Members’ Interests.  Whether the approach was deliberate or otherwise these e-mails were causing the Chairman stress, angst and upset.


He had therefore concluded that the only way to deal with the situation was not to respond to such e-mails.  He had reached this conclusion with great reluctance but saw no alternative.  He was aware that the behaviour of the councillor had been the subject of referrals to the Monitoring Officer from a councillor and from a member of the public so he was not alone in taking the view that the behaviour was unacceptable.



He was sorry to read out such an e-mail, and sorry to have had to send it, but he felt it was necessary under the circumstances.


The recipient of the e-mail responded stating that they had found the e-mail and others they had received equally upsetting, that they refuted what had been written and that they would be responding.
161/23
The Vice-Chairman reported that he had attended the Borough Mayor-making and had represented the Parish Council at the Betley Coronation service.  The Chairman advised that had also attended the Mayor-making and the Borough Coronation service.
162/23
The Clerk had nothing to report that was not otherwise covered on the agenda.  

163/23
There were no reports from the County or Borough Councillors. 
164/23
Cllr Head advised that a number of new Trustees had joined the Village Hall Committee following the retirement of some long-serving members.  There was to be an event featuring a buffet and presentations to the retiring Trustees.

165/23
Members considered the following planning application:



23/00320/FUL  First floor extension, 6 Brassington Street, Betley. 



RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no objection.

166/23
Members considered the following planning application:



23/00348/FUL  Oak framed garage/workshop, Cranbrook, Balterley Green Road, Balterley.


RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no objection in principle, but the local planning authority will need to satisfy itself that the very special circumstances that need to be met to permit development in the Green Belt are present and that a second large garage is justified.

167/23
The Clerk advised members of the following planning decision.



23/00240  Change in specification of brick, Wrinehill Garage site – PERMITTED
168/23
Members considered matters relating to the Coronation.  The Chairman advised that the Mayor of the Borough had agreed to attend at the school to present the mementoes marking the Coronation and also to speak to the children on the history of the Borough on this 850th anniversary of the Borough Charter.  It was anticipated that the Mayor would be accompanied by the Sergeant and High Constable and a playlet had been prepared referencing Betley’s own Charter of 1227.  This would be followed by Afternoon Tea for guests at the Tea Rooms by invitation of the Speed family.
169/23
Members considered matters related to the appointment of the new Clerk.


RESOLVED
a) that the (current) Clerk be authorised to purchase a suitable laptop for use by the new Clerk up to a maximum budget of £350;




b) that the formal transfer of responsibilities (as Clerk, Proper Officer and Responsible Financial Officer) take place on 1st July 2023.
170/23
Members considered matters relating to the footpaths working group.  In view of the change in membership it was felt that the Working Group should meet as a matter of urgency to determine its priorities for future actions.


RESOLVED 
a) that the Working Group be asked to present its views on the way forward to the Parish Council meeting on 22nd June;





b) that Report 11 of the Working Group (to the signatures, but not including the further comments and recommendations) be received.

171/23
Cllr Drakakis-Smith had circulated a report on highways issues in Wrinehill.



RESOLVED that the report be received.

172/23
Members considered issues relating to the Council’s property and assets. 


Sandy Croft – Further work had been carried out to provide watering facilities for both the public and the community orchard.  It had become clear that the ground conditions were such that extending the system to the eastern end of the site for the wildlife conservation area would be impractical.  The remaining work therefore would involve the final arrangements for the watering of the community orchard and the detailed design of the public watering facility.  Cllr Head expressed his gratitude to all who had assisted with this project given his involvement with the original installation of the community orchard.


RESOLVED 
a) that the Sandy Croft Working Group be granted delegated authority to finalise detailed design and installation within the budget provided




b) that the Clerk write to the Betley Trust thanking them for their financial support toward the project.



Memorial Garden – As previously noted (Min.153) the Clerk, in consultation with members of the Memorial Garden Working Group, had authorised an increase from £500 to £600 in the budgetary provision for summer bedding, which could be contained within the overall budget for the Memorial Garden.
173/23
Members considered matters relating to HS2a.  The liaison member and the Clerk would investigate the possibility of the Parish Council applying to the scheme’s Community and Environmental Fund (CEF) for grant funding.
174/23
It was agreed that the Traffic Working Group should meet to determine the most appropriate use of the Speed Indicator Devices.

175/23
Members considered area issues.  A member reported significant progress on the Wrinehill Garage site and that a completion date of August had been suggested though that seemed optimistic.  A further member had been approached by a resident complaining of the number of large tipper lorries operating through the village.  He was asked to seek out further details regarding times and operators.  A third member noted a recent incident of youngsters riding a dirt motorbike through the centre of the village without helmets.  They had been spoken to and the police were aware of the matter.

176/23
Members considered a consultation from the County Council on an application to upgrade Betley Footpath 20 to a bridleway.  The Clerk explained that the issue centred on the historical legal status of the route and not on the merits of any change of status.  The County Council had reached the conclusion that there was insufficient evidence for them to take the view that the rights being claimed existed and were therefore proposing no change of status.



RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no comment to make and no evidence it is able to offer on the matter.

[As a resident of Common Lane Cllr Hales declared a personal interest in the above matter.]

177/23
The Clerk had circulated to members a list of invoices to hand and payments due, and the Financial and Bank Statements to date.  


RESOLVED
a) that the Council authorises payment of the following : 
G Griffiths

Salary & expenses


£   429.40
1586
G Griffiths

Reimbursements


£1,477.80
1587




(Memorial Garden £315)



(Coronation Mugs £1,162.80)

Elan City Ltd

Speed Indicator Devices

£7,860.00
1588





b) that the Financial Statement be received;





c) that the Bank Statement, having been inspected by the Chairman be noted and the reconciliation verified and be signed by the Chairman.


A member asked what the £40,153.49 in the financial statement represented and where it was held.  The Clerk responded that it was the current balance held by the Council.  It included the annual precept which had just been received and which would be spent during the following year.  The Council currently held a single, non interest-bearing, account.  An interest-bearing account had been held in the past but with minimal interest rates balanced against bank charges it had been considered expedient to move to the current arrangements.  With the recent increase in interest rates it might be appropriate to review policy.
178/23
Members considered issues relating to council communication.

179/23
The meeting closed at 21.31.  Date of next meeting: Thursday 22nd June 2023.
