BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 19th May 2022

Prior to the meeting Declarations of Acceptance of Office were, or had previously been, completed by Cllrs Berrisford, Bettley-Smith, Bullock, Daly, Drakakis-Smith, Ecclestone, Hales, Head and Watkin.

112/22
PRESENT:


Cllrs Robert Bettley-Smith, Mandy Berrisford, Neil Bullock (to Min.130), Seb Daly, Angela Drakakis-Smith, Graham Ecclestone (to Min.133), Dave Hales and Chris Watkin.  

113/22
IN ATTENDANCE:

One member of the public.


PCSO Sarah Forrest


Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk).

114/22
The first item of business was the election of a Chairman for 2022-23. Cllr Robert Bettley-Smith was nominated by Cllr Daly and seconded by Cllr Ecclestone. There were no other nominations.


RESOLVED that Cllr Robert Bettley-Smith be elected as Chairman for 2022-23.

115/22
The next item of business was the election of a Vice-Chairman for 2022-23. Cllr Sebastian Daly was nominated by Cllr Bettley-Smith and seconded by Cllr Berrisford. There were no other nominations.


RESOLVED that Cllr Sebastian Daly be elected as Vice-Chairman for 2022-23.

116/22
Cllrs Bettley-Smith and Daly completed the appropriate Declarations of Acceptance of Office.

117/22
As a police representative was present and it would be an unproductive use of her time to require her to sit through the various items the Chairman suggested that her report could be taken at this point and the meeting could then return to its annual business.  This was agreed.

118/22
PCSO Forrest advised there was little to report and happily things had been very quiet recently.  The force was moving back to a more neighbourhood based approach and the return of a response capability to Newcastle rather than Hanley should lead to a slight improvement in response team. The local team had been understaffed recently because of sickness but it was hoped that they would soon be back to full strength.  Cllr Bullock expressed thanks for the recent police visit to the local scout group to explain the role of Community Speed Watch which was greatly appreciated and enjoyed.

119/22
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Head (unwell), Karling (work) and Speed (other commitment).  Apologies for absence had also been received from County Cllr Northcott and Borough Councillors Gary and Simon White who had other commitments as a result of the meeting being brought forward from its normal date.

120/22
In view of the absences of the three parish councillors and the need for them to complete their Declarations of Acceptance of Office at the earliest opportunity it was RESOLVED that Councillors Karling and Speed  be permitted to make their declarations of acceptance of office at or before the next meeting of the Council under the terms of Section 83 (4) ( c ) of the Local Government Act 1972.
121/22
Members considered the co-option of a member to fill the vacancy for a councillor in the Betley Ward.  Two residents had made applications.  Unfortunately one was currently testing positive for Covid19 and was therefore unable to attend.  However he had submitted a detailed account of his background and interests which had been forwarded to all members.  The second applicant was present and made a brief presentation and answered a question raised by a member.  A member raised an area of concern in relation to the written submission of the first candidate but as he was not present it was not possible to pursue the matter.



Members then participated in a ballot to determine which candidate should fill the vacancy and a further vote on whether then to appoint.



RESOLVED that Gareth Owen be co-opted to serve as a councillor for the Betley Ward until the next ordinary election to the Parish Council (anticipated to be May 2026).


The Chairman welcomed Cllr Owen to the Council and the newly co-opted member signed the necessary Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

122/22
Members considered the declaration of interests in agenda items.  Cllr Watkin declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 14 as his daughter was editing the Platinum Jubilee book.

123/22
The Council considered the appointment of representatives to serve on outside bodies and internal groups. The Chairman had indicated that he felt that, given the arrival of new councillors, it would be helpful to have a review of appointments together with the role and membership of the various groups and a consideration of whether any new roles would be appropriate.

124/22
RESOLVED
a) that the following members (or residents where indicated*) be appointed to outside bodies:

Conservation Advisory Working Group

Berrisford sub. Watkin

(Members would only be expected to attend the Conservation Advisory Working Group when relevant items occur on the Agenda)
Madeley Locality Action Partnership

Watkin

(Members noted that the long term future of the LAP was uncertain)

Rural Runabout




Mr Andrew Jones *
Betley Trust





Hales
Village Hall Committee



Head


b) that the following members (or Clerk as appropriate) be appointed to internal groups:

Press Liaison




(Parish Magazine) Clerk to draft - to be approved by

Chairman, Vice-Chairman & Cllr Head







(Other media) Chairman & Vice-Chairman

Internal Accounts



Responsible Financial Officer (Clerk)

Sandy Croft Maintenance


Bettley-Smith, Daly, Hales, Karling, Speed

Memorial Garden



Bettley-Smith, Daly, Ecclestone, Hales, Speed

Website




Bullock, Daly, Head

Speedwatch Co-ordinator


Bullock

Traffic & Police Liaison Group

Bullock (lead member), Chairman, Vice-Chairman

(with Mr T Townsend be invited to contribute

  as appropriate)

c) that in light of the Chairman’s suggestion that further roles should be created to address footpath issues and to divide responsibility for addressing highways matters the following further appointments be made:

Footpaths Group



Drakakis-Smith (lead member), Berrisford, Owen

Lead Members for Highways

Balterley:
Karling

Betley:

Owen

Wrinehill:
Drakakis-Smith

125/22
The Clerk outlined to members the requirement to carry out certain annual requirements: the appointment of a Responsible Financial Officer, Internal Auditor, Risk Assessment, consideration of Standing Orders, and schedule of meetings for the coming year.

126/22  RESOLVED that the Clerk, Gwyn Griffiths, be reappointed as Responsible Financial Officer and that Mr Tom Dunlop be reappointed as Internal Auditor.

127/22  RESOLVED that the Council’s Risk Management Policy is considered appropriate and no change is required.

128/22  Members considered a revision to the Council’s Standing Orders. The Clerk had supplied members with a copy of the current Standing Orders with a series of proposed amendments which had been suggested by a member, the Chairman or the Clerk.  Some were to correct errors, others to introduce gender neutral terms where appropriate, while others were to amend the Standing Orders to better reflect the way in which the Council operated.  One further comment had been received from a member suggesting that the term Chairperson should be used rather than Chairman.  The Clerk explained that the role of the Chairman was set out by legislation and that the terminology was as used in that legislation.  He felt it would be unwise if the terms used in Standing Orders were different from those set out in the legislation.  There was, of course, no bar to members using alternative terms if they so wished during meetings or otherwise when carrying out their duties.  A member expressed the view that the Standing Orders were archaic and overcomplicated.  The Clerk explained that many of the Standing Orders were required by law and could not be amended and that there was a need for all to be clear and without any possible ambiguity.

RESOLVED that the amendments to the Standing Orders as circulated be approved with immediate effect.

129/22 RESOLVED that the Schedule of Meetings for 2022-2023 comprise a meeting on the 4th Thursday of each month, but that no meeting be scheduled for August and December. 

130/22
There were no members of the public present to engage in public participation.

131/22
RESOLVED that subject to the correction of  “24th March” to read “19th May” in Minute 111 the minutes of the meeting of 24th April 2022 be approved as a true record and be signed by the Chairman.

132/22
The Clerk reported on matters dealt with as Urgent Business since the last meeting.  Various matters had been reported to members as they had arisen and invoices had been paid as appropriate (itemised later on the Agenda).  In additionhe had submitted an amended response to planning application 22/00321/FUL as noted in the April meeting and had responded to the pre-application consultation in relation to the proposed installation of telecommunications equipment on Checkley Lane, Wrinehill.

133/22
The Chairman presented his report on matters dealt with since the last meeting.  He had been unable to attend the Annual Electors’ Meeting which had been chaired by the Vice-Chairman.  He had however tabled his Annual Report which had been read to the meeting and circulated to members.  He had received a letter from Aaron Bell MP on potential funding sources for the bowls facility at the Village Hall which he had forwarded to the Village Hall Committee secretary.  Various matters largely related to the Jubilee and the Memorial Garden had been reported to members by e-mail as appropriate.

134/22
The Vice-Chairman confirmed that he had chaired the Annual Electors’ Meeting.  No issues had been raised that required further attention from the Council.  For the record he wished to advise that he was now acting as treasurer for the local scout group.  The School Governors had not met since his last report.
135/22
The Clerk advised members that he had nothing to report that was not otherwise covered on the agenda.

136/22
Cllr Bullock’s police report had been circulated to members.  There were no further reports from members on other outside bodies.
137/22
Members considered the following planning application:


22/00390/TDET  15m streetworks pole, antennae and associated cabinets and works, verge south side of Checkley Lane, Wrinehill for EE Limited  



RESOLVED
That the Council is strongly of the view that, given the location within the open countryside and the Green Belt, the proposed development should be subject to prior approval by the Local Planning Authority and should not fall within any permitted development rights;





That the Council would ask the Local Planning Authority to ensure:





a) that every effort has been made to investigate the practicality of mast sharing to avoid the need for an additional mast;





b) that the works proposed will have no adverse impact on the surface water movements and ground drainage of the area given the existing problems on Checkley Lane;





c) that the works proposed will have no adverse impact on the adjacent hedgerow or the nearby tree which makes an important contribution to the appearance of the area.

138/22
The Clerk advised members of the following planning decision notices.



18/00846/FUL  Variation to Condition 4 (landscaping), The Broughton Arms to allow the overflow car park to be tarmac - PERMITTED. 


21/00720/FUL  Replacement of hipped roofs with pitched roofs over garages, A-Z Aquatics site - PERMITTED.



22/00234/FUL  Replacement of single storey rear extension with new two storey extension, Oak Tree Farm, Common Lane - PERMITTED.

139/22
The Clerk advised members of a further consultation on the application to the County Council for widening the access track to the Betley Wastewater Treatment Works.  The matter had been considered by the Parish Council some months ago at which stage it had included provision for the removal, if necessary, of a Horse Chestnut Tree which was covered by a Tree Preservation Order.  After further investigation the applicants (United Utilities) had concluded that there would no longer be a need to remove the tree and they were therefore consulting on the revision of the scheme (i.e. to delete the provision permitting removal of the tree).  A member raised broader issues relating to the nature of the works proposed at the Works and the long-term capacity of the facility.  It was pointed out that the only matter tabled at the meeting was the revision to the previous application in relation to the Horse Chestnut tree but it was agreed that the matter of the Wastewater Treatment Works could form an agenda item at the June meeting.



RESOLVED that the Council welcomes the retention of the previously threatened Horse Chestnut tree.
[Cllr Bullock left the meeting at this point]

140/22
Members considered events to mark the Platinum Jubilee of HM The Queen.  All arrangements appeared to be in place and it was hoped that it would prove an enjoyable weekend.

141/22
Members considered issues relating to the Council’s property and assets.



The Chairman had met on-site with the Council’s contractor and had agreed that the trunk of the affected Oak (previously misdescribed as a Sycamore) could be retained up to the point at which the tree had split.  The trunk to that point could be retained for its ecological value and the material cut from the tree above that point would be placed within the conservation area to form “bug hotels” etc.  This was agreed by members.

142/22
Area issues raised by members were considered. There were no matters requiring decision.  A member asked about the current ownership of the former Wrinehill Garage site.  The Clerk would seek to make enquiries.

[Cllr Ecclestone left the meeting at this point]

143/22
The Clerk tabled correspondence received since the last meeting.  There were no matters requiring decision. 

144/22
The Clerk had circulated to members a list of invoices to hand and payments due, and the Financial and Bank Statements to date.   



RESOLVED
a) that the Council authorises payment of the following : 

PQR Limited

Payroll

£     60.00
1548

G Griffiths

Salary


£   644.10
1549

G Griffiths

Reimbursements
£   470.34
1550

(Meml Gdn £315.00; Sandy Croft £155.34)

SPCA


Subscription

£   334.35
1551





b) that the Financial Statement be received;





c) that the Bank Statement, having been inspected by the Chairman be noted and the reconciliation verified and be signed by the Chairman.

145/22
Members considered issues relating to council communication.

146/22
RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded during the following item of business on the grounds that they concern matters relating to a particular employee (Local Government Act 1972, Section 100, Schedule 12A (1)), and that under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (1) (2) admission would be prejudicial to the public interest.  
147/22
Members considered arrangements for the recruitment of a Clerk to the Council.  The Clerk reported that the extension of the deadline had resulted in a modest increase in the number of applications and that it would be appropriate to move to interview with an intention to recommend an appointment to the June meeting.  A member commented that, having reviewed the job description, they felt that it was inadequate, in particular that no skill sets were indicated.  The Chairman indicated that the description was in accord with normal practice and that it was designed to explain the role to the pool of appropriate candidates.



RESOLVED that the Panel continue to the interview stage and that an appropriate recommendation in relation to appointment be brought to the June meeting.
148/22
Date of next meeting: Thursday 23rd June 2022.
