BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the informal meeting held on 22nd July 2021

[Meeting held on Zoom platform]

170/21
PRESENT:


Cllrs Robert Bettley-Smith, Neil Bullock, Seb Daly, Dave Hales, Richard Head, Tony Reah, Ian Walton and Chris Watkin.  

171/21
IN ATTENDANCE:

One member of the public.


Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk).

172/21
The Chairman explained to members the circumstances which had led to the meeting being held in its unusual format as an informal meeting.  Despite lobbying from the local authority sector the government had ended the dispensation allowing councils to meet remotely and now required all meetings to be physical meetings.  However the Risk Assessment carried out by the Council’s usual venue, together with the Risk Assessment process undertaken by the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Clerk, together with the views of councillors generally were such that a physical meeting was not considered to be a safe course of action.



Having discussed the matter the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Clerk had agreed to adopt the procedure used by the Cheshire West & Chester Unitary Authority and to hold an informal meeting on the Zoom platform. This would allow all members to meet and to debate all agenda items.  Indicative votes would be taken where appropriate and the Clerk would then seek the authority of the Chairman/ Vice-Chairman to action any conclusions reached under the provisions of the Council’s Standing Order 26 (Urgent Business).



[NOTE. In the interests of consistency and transparency a full record of the informal meeting will be made by the Clerk, numbered in accordance with normal practice. The formal approval of such minutes would have to await a formal meeting of the Council.]

173/21
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Ecclestone (family), Karling (family) and Speed (show preparations).  Apologies for absence had also been received from County Cllr Northcott and Borough Cllrs Gary and Simon White.  (Subsequent to the meeting an apology for absence was also received from Cllr Berrisford.)

174/21
Members considered the declaration of interests in agenda items.  No declarations were made at this point.

175/21
One member of the public was present but indicated that as she did not have a copy of the agenda she would be unable to engage in public participation.
176/21
The Clerk explained that as the status of the meeting was informal the minutes of the previous meeting could not be approved formally, but he would be grateful if members could highlight any errors in the draft minutes circulated. No members had identified any errors.

177/21
The Clerk reporred on matters dealt with as Urgent Business since the last meeting.


Invoices had been paid as appropriate (itemised later on the Agenda)


The following planning observations have been submitted:



21/00499/FUL Farm Manager’s Dwelling, Plum Tree Park Farm, Church Lane, Betley 


RESOLVED  that the Council has no objection to the application as there is a clearly demonstrated agricultural need for the dwelling.


The Borough Council should attach a condition to the planning consent, should they also agree that the development is justified on agricultural grounds, restricting occupancy to a person engaged (or last employed) full-time in agriculture. A further condition should be imposed to prevent the property being sold off from the holding.


(The application has been examined by two members of the Parish Council respectively a Veterinary Surgeon and a Rural Practice Chartered Surveyor.)


21/00534/ADV Signage and lighting, Broughton Arms, Newcastle Road, Balterley



RESOLVED
that the Council has no objection.


21/00640/FUL  Rtorey extension to replace existing conservatory, Orchard House, Newcastle Road, Balterley



RESOLVED
that the Council has no objection.


Permission has been granted for the following signage on the Memorial Garden:


Betley Show


Annie Get Your Gun Show

178/21
The Chairman indicated that he had no specific report to make as he had kept members informed by e-mail as matters had arisen. He had nothing to add that would not otherwise be dealt with elsewhere on the agenda.
179/21
The Vice-Chairman indicated that he had nothing to report that would not otherwise be dealt with elsewhere on the agenda.

180/21
The Clerk presented his report to members. He advised that the Annual Accounts for 2020-21 had now been closed. There would be no requirement for External Audit as the Council’s turnover had been below £25,000, the previous year’s Audit had been satisfactory, and the Internal Auditor had expressed full satisfaction with the Council’s accounts and governance arrangements. In discussion with the Internal Auditor it had been suggested that, given the additional responsibility in the absence of External Audit and that the Internal Auditor fee of £30 had been unchanged for 14 years, a fee of £40 would be reasonable. Members agreed with this given the saving of circa £200 in External Audit fees.



The Clerk advised that the renewal of the Council’s insurance had been requested in the sum of £719 which was an increase but appeared broadly in line with the general market. Again members agreed that the Clerk should renew on these terms.

181/21
The Clerk reported that Cllr Northcott had advised him that there was a £2,500 fund available to assist local organisations in the Covid recovery period.

182/21
There was no Borough Councillor report.

183/21
There were no significant matters to be reported by the Council’s representatives on outside bodies.

184/21
Members considered the following planning applications to hand:



21/00715/CPO (NULBC) N21/03/2026W (SCC)  Erection of 3 kiosks in association with permitted development, Sewage Treatment Works, Main Road, Betley.



RECOMMENDED: No objection, but feel that an additional three trees would enhance the proposed landscaping.


21/00717/FUL  Single storey rear extension with internal alterations, Trevange, Main Road, Betley.



The Chairman had reviewed this application and felt further consideration was necessary because of the proximity of the adjacent dwelling. He would look at the application further in consultation with members to consider whether further comment was appropriate.



21/00720/FUL  Amendments to permission granted at Balterley Aquatics, Newcastle Road, Balterley.



RECOMMENDED: No objection.
185/21
The Clerk advised members of the following planning decision notice:


21/00356 Dormer extension to existing double garage, Fernwood House, Main Road, Betley - PERMITTED

186/21
The Chairman advised members that the planned meeting with the Environment Agency over issues at Doddlespool Hall Farm had been cancelled at short notice by the EA. He had been assured that the meeting would be rearranged.

187/21
Members gave consideration to highway maintenance issues.



In respect of Checkley Lane both the legal department at Staffordshire County Council and Newcastle Borough Council planning department were involved and work was in progress, but nothing substantive had happened to date. Understandably this was causing great frustration to residents.



On the matter of pavements it was noted that 18 significant faults had been reported as long ago in 2019; this week the response service at County Highways had advised that the complaints were “still being considered”.  It was felt this highlighted the poor service and the impression that the County’s contractors were simply not meeting their obligations. The Chairman expressed his view that the whole issue was close to the point where escalation would be justified.

188/21
Members gave further consideration to traffic management and highway safety issues highlighted in the Neighbourhood Development Plan and raised regularly by residents. In view of the complexity of the issue and the implications across the wider area it was 



RECOMMENDED that a meeting be arranged, when practical, with the Highway Engineers and representatives of neighbouring parishes to discuss potential options.
189/21
Members considered the location of dog waste bins in the area.



RECOMMENDED that, subject to the agreement of the Borough Council, the Wrinehill bin be moved to a more appropriate location to be agreed and that the bin currently on the school railings be removed an replaced by a larger bin closer to the Cricket Club.
190/21
Cllr Head provided an update on the Neighbourhood Plan.  The independent examination was now underway and he thanked the Clerk and members of the Steering Group for preparing a response to various matters raised by the Independent Examiner.

191/21
Cllr Bullock advised that the litterpicking group was now active and had held three sessions outside of the village centre. 30 volunteers had registered an interest and the equipment obtained had proced adequate. He wanted to place on record appreciation of the local residents who already kept the centre of the village looking so well.

192/21
Members considered issues relating to the Council’s property and assets.

193/21
The Chairman had met a representative of the water company to finalise details for a water supply to Sandy Croft.  It had been agreed that the upper gate would be a more appropriate location for the supply. Cllrs Daly and Karling would lead on the next steps necessary which involved the installation of a pipe from the location where Severn Trent would connect to a public facility (for humans and dogs) near the picnic area, to be followed by a connection to the community orchard. This could be provided using voluntary labour with materials at cost. Cllr Karling was thanked for his expert guidance in this matter.

194/21
Members considered the removal of the conifer at the Memorial Garden which was adversely affecting the Tulip Tree. The Borough Council had granted the required consent to removal with a condition requiring its replacement by appropriate planting. It was proposed that the forthcoming Platinum Jubilee of HM The Queen and the recent death of the Duke of Edinburgh could be suitably marked by the planting of an English Yew and a Cypress.  Both species could be sourced at the supplier of the Walnut tree (which had proved to be a good specimen). However there was a concern that the high delivery charge would increase the cost to the public purse. A member suggested that if the replacement fruit trees required for Sandy Croft, and any other appropriate orders, could be ordered at the same time the overall delivery charge would be more reasonable. It was agreed to proceed on this basis.

195/21
Cllr Bullock advised that he had obtained a device which should allow him to access data on the speed monitoring equipment by wi-fi, but had yet to check whether it worked. He would also check with the supplier the details of each unit.

196/21
Area issues raised by members were considered. 




A member reported that, following the death of a longstanding resident, a property was now vacant and likely to be placed on the market. Within the grounds of the property there was an Estate pig-sty, once a familiar feature of cottages in the area but now a rare survivor. Although dilapidated it appeared to be complete and, as such, seemed a significant historical structure. He asked whether it would be appropriate to seek some planning protection for it given its significance.



The Clerk would raise the matter with the Borough Council.

197/21
The Clerk tabled correspondence received since the last meeting. There were no matters requiring discussion.
198/21
The Clerk submitted a list of  payments made by him since the previous meeting and for which he was seeking reimbursement. 



RECOMMENDED that the Council 





a) authorises payment of the following  : 
G Griffiths

Salary and 

Reimbursements
£ 3,080.36





b) resolves that the Financial Statement be received and 



approved.

199/21
Members considered issues relating to council communication.
200/21
Next meeting: Thursday 23rd September 2021. 
