BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on 22nd November 2007 

PRESENT


Cllrs Robert Bettley-Smith, Jonathan Bellamy, Mandy Berrisford, Jo Cameron, Sebastian Daly, David Hales, Richard Head, Mark Morris and John Price. 

IN ATTENDANCE


One member of the public.


Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk)

271/07
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Ball and Speed.  An apology for absence had also been received from Borough Cllr Becket.

272/07
The following declarations of interest were made:



Cllr Price declared a prejudicial interest in respect of Item 13a, application for financial assistance, as an officer of the Betley Village Hall Committee.



Cllrs Cameron and Daly declared personal interests in respect of Item 16, Memorial Garden, as their homes overlooked the site.

273/07
RESOLVED that, subject to the following amendments:

a) that minute 257/07 be amended to read “ ... be endorsed, and that a wreath be ordered for 2008 at a cost of £18, to carry the name of Betley, Balterley & Wrinehill Parish Council”;


b) that in minute 261/07 the reference to “Cllr Bell” be corrected to “Cllr Bellamy”;


the minutes of the meeting of 25th October 2007 be approved as a true record of the meeting and be signed by the Chairman.
274/07
The meeting was adjourned to allow public participation.


A member of the public congratulated the Council on both the content and presentation of the recently delivered Parish Council News, but offered two observations. Firstly, that the councillor training mentioned had in fact been supplied by the SPCA (Staffordshire Parish Councils Association), rather than the County Council, and that, as far as the SPCA was concerned, there was no issue regarding ownership of the website.

275/07
The Council meeting having resumed, members considered the vacancy for a member in the Balterley ward. The flyer delivered in Balterley, advising residents of the vacancy, had given a deadline of 30th November for expressions of interest and co-option could therefore take place at the meeting of 13th December.

276/07
The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had been invited to make a nomination to the position of Governor at Betley School, as Cllr Frank Speed’s term of office was coming to an end.


RESOLVED that, subject to his willingness to continue, Cllr Frank Speed be nominated to serve; and that if he was unable or unwilling to continue Cllr Richard Head be nominated.
277/07
The Council considered the following planning application.
07/00975/FUL  Double garage, Pear Tree Barn, Balterley Green Road, Balterley.


RESOLVED that the Parish Council does not support this application on the following grounds:


1. that the proposed building represents an unusually high specification for a garage;


2. that the plans appear to be materially defective in that they do not recognise the need to remove existing shrubs on the site, and that the levels from the proposed garage to the adjoining roadway suggest it could not be built as indicated on the plan;


3. that the scale of the proposed development is inappropriate for the green belt and is therefore contrary to Policy S.3 of the adopted local plan.

(This resolution was carried by unanimous vote of the Council)

278/07
The Council noted the following Planning Decision Notice:  07/00842/FUL Demolition of existing garage and erection of double garage, land adj to 5 Fogg Cottages, Den Lane, Wrinehill – REFUSED

279/07
The Council considered a Tree Preservation Order relating to an oak tree, located on land between Wrinehill Villas and the Summer House, Wrinehill.


RESOLVED that the Parish Council strongly supports the implementation of this Order.

(This resolution was carried by unanimous vote of the Council)

280/07
The Chairman invited Mr Ian Ashbolt of the Betley Twinning Association to address the meeting and to give members an outline of the history of Betley’s twinning relationship with Agny (France), and the circumstances which had led to the relationship becoming less active in recent years.


Members took the opportunity to question Mr Ashbolt on the details of the past and current status of the twinning connection, and on the desirability and practicality of trying to re-establish links.


RESOLVED that the Chairman draw up a draft letter to Agny Council, seeking to clarify that council’s attitude to the twinning relationship, on behalf of the Parish Council to be placed before the December meeting for approval.
(Cllr Bettley-Smith declared a personal interest in this item, having participated

in some Betley-Agny twinning activities)

281/07
Members discussed the best way in which future options for the use of the Laudy Croft site might be considered.  


RESOLVED

a) that an article advising the public of the current position relating to the condition of the site, and what the Parish Council would need to do in order to make progress be prepared for the next issue of Parish Council News;


b) that no further discussion of the future use of the site would take place until after that information had been distributed to the public;


c) that no further action, other than routine maintenance, be carried out for a period of six months, unless there are significant developments in respect of possible site assessment or funding opportunities in that time;


d) that the Clerk contact Newcastle Borough Council in order to obtain an indication of when they would expect to carry out an examination of the site under their programme of assessing contaminated sites.

(unan)

282/07
Members considered the Chairman’s report.  Cllr Bettley-Smith made particular reference to the Council being represented at the Remembrance commemoration on November 11th when a wreath had been laid on behalf of the community. The Vicar and Churchwardens had specifically thanked the Council for its participation. He also reported that the Vice Chairman had represented the Council at the AGM of the SPCA, and that a number of appreciative remarks had been received regarding the recent Parish Council News.
283/07
The Clerk reported that notification had finally been received that the Council’s bankers had now recognised the new bank mandate with the alteration to signatories.

284/07
The Clerk reported that Cllr Becket had indicated that he was unable to attend, but would like to draw to members’ attention that a consultation on recycling policy would be a feature of the December issue of the Reporter. Cllr Becket wished to encourage local residents to respond to the consultation.

285/07
The Council considered requests received for financial assistance.


RESOLVED that the following contributions be made:



a) Betley & District Senior Citizens (Christmas Lunch) - £150;



b) Betley & District Village Hall Committee (new tables) - £66.15;



c) St Margaret’s Church, Betley (maintenance of churchyard) - £350.



d) that expenditure on the maintenance of the village churchyard be identified specifically as a budget line in the Council’s accounting and budgeting process, and that consideration of the appropriate level of support for 2008-09 form part of the budget and precept-setting process early in 2008.
(Cllr Price, having declared a prejudicial interest in respect of Item b, took no

part in the discussion of that item)
286/07 The Clerk presented members with a list of outstanding invoices, and also payments which had been made by the Clerk during the period during which the Council’s account had been unavailable owing to the delays in securing the new bank mandate.


RESOLVED 


a) that the Council authorises payment of the following accounts:

SPCA



membership fee


£307.00
751
SPCA



member training


£270.00
751

Riverside Landscapes
Meml Garden maintenance

£116.00
752

S Daly



Meml Garden – materials

£  63.93
753

R Bettley-Smith

Meml Garden – equipment

£109.94
754

G Griffiths


Salary




£655.95
755

G Griffiths


Salary




£437.30
756

Inland Revenue

Tax on above



£308.35
757

(Cllrs Bettley-Smith and Daly each declared a personal interest in
respect of the above item as payees)



b) that the Council authorises a payment to the Clerk as below, in respect of the invoices listed below:

G Griffiths


Misc payments


£695.25
758

T W Heler


Laudy Croft maintenance





  & tree works



£141.00

Riverside Landscapes

Meml Garden maintenance

£145.00
Riverside Landscapes

do.




£116.00

Betley Primary School
Hall hire



£  13.50

Keele University

Photocopying



£  52.50

T W Heler


Laudy Croft maintenance

£  82.25

Riverside Landscapes

Meml Garden maintenance

£145.00


c) that the Council authorises the following payments agreed under Minute 284/07:

Betley & District Senior 

          Citizens’ Club

Christmas Lunch


£150.00
759

Betley & District Village

          Hall Committee
Tables




£  66.19
760

St Margaret’s Parochial

           Church Council
Churchyard maintenance

£350.00
761



d) that the Clerk be thanked for his action in paying invoices on behalf of the Council during the renewal of the bank mandate.
287/07
RESOLVED that the Financial Statement at 22nd November 2007 be approved.
288/07
Members of the Laudy Croft Maintenance Working Group reported that no maintenance work was currently required.

289/07
Members reviewed progress on various communication issues. Members were reminded that the deadline for the Parish Magazine was the 12th of each month.  It was noted that the new style Parish Council News had been well received, with both content and layout enjoyed. Cllr Cameron and her team were congratulated for their efforts. Cllr Head reported on progress regarding the website. Bob Lindblom had indicated that he would be willing to carry out work to restructure and update the website, on terms to be agreed.

RESOLVED that Cllr Head continue to progress the matter, with a view to bringing a fully-costed proposal to the December meeting.
290/07
Members of the Memorial Garden Working Group indicated that a substantial scheme to refurbish the shrubbed area of the Garden had been considered, and there were three options which the Council might wish to consider:



a) a minor programme of clearing debris and general tidying;



b) removing the shrubbery from the front of the bed to the rear, thus opening up an area for further planting;



c) a more substantial scheme to remove, or lop, one or both of the conifer trees and to radically redesign the area.


Cllr Cameron had declared a personal interest at the start of the meeting, and explained that she was planning improvements to her property (which adjoins the Memorial Garden) which, she felt, would be beneficial to the appearance of the whole area. This work would include the replacement of the wooden fencing currently forming the boundary of the site.


RESOLVED
a) that the Clerk approach the Borough Council to seek any necessary permission to remove the larger of the two conifer trees;




b) that discussion of options for refurbishing the area take place at the December meeting, in light of the response from the Borough Council;



c) that the Working Group arrange a tidying up of the site on a date to be arranged.

291/07
Members considered a number of highway issues.  The Clerk reported that he had been assured by Staffordshire Highways that an update on issues raised at the meeting with the Traffic Working Group in April would be provided in time for the December meeting. It was agreed that if such an update was received a meeting of the Working Group would be arranged prior to 13th December.

292/07
Members again considered the options for purchasing large scale maps of the Parish Council’s area. No conclusion was reached, and it was agreed to consider the matter again at the December meeting.

293/07
Cllr Berrisford reported on the DEFRA document “Parish Councils and Climate Change”.


RESOLVED that a substantive debate on the issue be scheduled for the February 2008 meeting, to be publicised as widely as practicable, and that Cllr Berrisford be appointed as lead member on this issue.
294/07
The Council considered area issues raised by members.


RESOLVED
a) that discussion of the Crewe & Nantwich Borough Council development framework be taken at the December meeting, and that the Clerk seek to obtain copies of the document for all members;




b) that a draft letter, setting out the use of the £1,000 presented by the Bonfire Commitee, be considered at the December meeting.
295/07
The Clerk confirmed arrangements for the visit to the Mayor’s Parlour in December, to which members and partners had been invited.

296/07
Members considered a letter received from a resident of Wrinehill, concerning the effects of development on electricity supplies. Cllr Price indicated that he had visited the resident concerned to discuss the issue raised.


RESOLVED that the Clerk respond to the resident, stating that his letter had been noted. 

297/07
The Chairman suggested that a Forward Plan be drawn up, setting out subjects to be discussed at meetings over a period of months, thus making it easier for residents to attend discussions in which they were particularly interested.


RESOLVED that the Clerk maintain such a Forward Plan, to be placed on noticeboards as practicable.
