BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 14th December 2006
PRESENT


Cllrs Colin Davies (Chairman), Richard Head (from minute 409), John Price, John Seddon, Frank Speed (from minute 409), Philip Tredwell, Jennifer Walton, John Williams and Ann Wynn Jones (from minute 409).

IN ATTENDANCE


Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk) and four members of the public.

NOTE


Prior to the meeting members received a presentation by members of the Madeley First Responders Group outlining the role they hoped to play in the local area.

406/06

Apologies for absence were received and accepted (unan) from Cllrs Bettley-Smith, Hales and Swift. Cllrs Head, Speed and Wynn Jones had indicated that they might be delayed in reaching the meeting.



An apology for absence had also been received from Borough Councillor Becket.

407/06

There were no declarations of interest by members on agenda items.

408/06

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of 23rd November 2006 be approved as a true record of the meeting and be signed by the Chairman.
(5 for, 1 abst)
409/06

The Council considered the following planning application.


06/00631/FUL  Erection of 4 bedroomed detached bungalow, land to the rear of The Square, Main Road, Betley

After a lengthy discussion, during which the Chairman briefly adjourned the meeting to allow members of the public to speak on the application, it was:

RESOLVED that the Council write to the Borough Council in the following terms:
The Parish Council’s view is that the Borough Council should refuse the application on the following grounds, and the Council wishes the following observations to be considered:

1. The Council has concerns that the increased flow of traffic through this access could pose additional dangers (5 for, 3 abst);


2. The Design Brief submitted indicates that access from the highway to the development is 4.5 metres wide at the junction with the A531 only, however the Council wishes to point out that it narrows to approximately 2.7 metres at its narrowest point (5 for, 3 abst);


3. The mass of the proposed structure is not inkeeping with surrounding properties, and the mass and design of the proposal would have an adverse effect on the setting of nearby Listed Buildings within the Conservation Area (3 for, 2 against, 3 abst);

4. The Council would urge the Borough Council to pay due attention to the effect the proposed development would have on the residential amenity of the adjoining properties (4 for, 5 abst);


5. The Council would ask the Borough Council to consider the environmental impacts of the application (5 for, 4 abst);


6. The plans submitted do not include the footprints of nearby properties e.g. Coach House extension and Gardeners Cottage (6 for, 3 abst).


The substantive motion was then put to the meeting and carried, 5 for, 1 against and 3 abstaining.


(Cllrs Head, Speed and Wynn Jones joined the meeting during consideration of this item).

410/06

The Council received Decision Notices in respect of the following planning applications:

06/00778/FUL  Conservatory, 11 Betley Hall Gdns, Betley PERMITTED


06/00810/FUL  Removal of K6 Telephone Kiosk, Main Road, Betley REFUSED


06/00880/FUL  First floor rear extension and single storey side extension, Mountville, Old Road, Wrinehill REFUSED


06/00909/FUL  Vehicular and pedestrian access, The Croft, Main Road, Betley PERMITTED

411/06

The Chairman reported that efforts were still being made to progress elements of the Parish Plan, but that this was proving a frustrating process, for example when contacts were made with relevant officers in other organisations only for them to move on to other posts, or where other organisations misunderstood the issue which was being raised. Efforts to make progress would however continue.

412/06

The Chairman presented a written report on actions undertaken since the last meeting, drawing particular attention to the prospects for taking Parish Plan initiatives forward through the Statement of Community Involvement and Local Strategic Partnership routes.

413/06

A written report was received from Borough Councillor Becket.

414/06

Members considered the continuing difficulty being created by outdated information regarding the Parish Council appearing on a village website. Attempts to identify the relevant webmaster had proved unfruitful, with two gentlemen each believing the other to hold that role. Cllr Walton agreed to seek to progress the matter.
415/06

Members considered the generous offer of grant funding toward local initiatives made by the committee responsible for the successful bonfire event. It was agreed that work to enhance the Memorial Garden should be undertaken in Betley, and that further consultation with local residents should be undertaken to identify appropriate works for Balterley and Wrinehill.

416/06

The Clerk confirmed that the Public Inquiry in respect of the Byways Open to All Traffic designation of Bowhill Lane would be held on 27th February 2007.

417/06

The Clerk reported on information he had obtained regarding the distribution of low energy lightbulbs by the Borough Council. It was agreed that an attempt would be made to involve the Parish Council in making the bulbs available to local residents through appropriate organisations; Cllr Tredwell offered to serve as a point of contact for distribution.

418/06

RESOLVED that the Council authorises payment of the following accounts:

MH Electrics

Electrical installation works,



  Memorial Gardens



£556.95
713

Lampholder 2000 Ltd    Supply of lights for Christmas Tree
£415.00
714

P Tredwell

Printing of Update 6



£  28.00
715
419/06

The Clerk apologised for the absence of a Financial Statement to 14th December. Copies had been printed, but he had unfortunately left them at home.

420/06

Members noted that there seemed to have been increased police activity in monitoring speed through the village on the A531. It was thought that the data which had been under collection in past weeks had now been collated; the Clerk would make enquiries to see whether it would be possible for the Council to access the information gathered. It was reported that the Police were unwilling to carry out any checks on traffic using the B5500 as it could prove too dangerous. The Clerk would write to the police to clarify this matter and to ask if other means of checking excessive speed were available.

421/06

Members noted an unsatisfactory response from the police regarding an incident where a vehicle had been parked on the pavement and causing an obstruction for most of a recent weekend. It was suggested that a police representative should be invited to a future meeting to discuss issues related to parking and traffic.

422/06

A member reported concern expressed regarding parking in Ladygates that evening. It was stressed that the volume of parking in the area was related to a school event and not to the meeting of the Parish Council.

423/06

A member drew attention to the roadsigning which had recently been carried out in Weston (Cheshire) to emphasise speed limits through the village. He felt Staffordshire Highways should be encouraged to copy this approach.

424/06

Members reviewed the event held to celebrate the switching on of the lights on the Christmas Tree at the Memorial Gardens, which had been a great success. The Chairman particularly wished to pay tribute to the enormous enthusiasm shown by the local schoolchildren, and referred also to the many appreciative comments made in response to the reinstatement of the lights this year. He also wished to thank the Audley Rotary Club for supporting the event.


RESOLVED that the following donations be made under Section 137 of the Local Government Act:

Betley School



£  30

Audley Rotary Club


£  50

(8 for, 1 abst)
(Cllr Speed declared a personal interest in this matter and abstained from voting)

425/06

At the request of the Chairman, members considered the significant volume of outstanding correspondence, from various organisations, which was frustrating the efforts of the Parish Council to act on behalf of local residents. It was felt that the most significant problem was with Newcastle Borough Council in the area of planning enforcement, and it was therefore RESOLVED that the Clerk write in the strongest terms to the Joint Leaders of Newcastle Borough Council setting out the Parish Council’s concerns at the Borough Council’s failures to enforce planning conditions, to investigate potential breaches of planning law, and to keep the Parish Council informed of progress on these issues.





(unan)
426/06

RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded during consideration of the following items on the following grounds:



That, under the terms of the Public Bodies (Admission of Public) Act 1960, Section 1(2), members felt it would be in the wider public interest;



And that pursuant to Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 12 of Part 1 of Schedule 12(A) (as amended) of the Act, and that it is in the public interest to exclude.






(unan)
427/06

Members considered a reply received from the office of the Department of Communities and Local Government regarding the Parish Council’s past difficulties in the area of borrowing approvals. Unfortunately the reply failed to address the issues raised by the Council.

RESOLVED that the Clerk respond to the DCLG as outlined in the Clerk’s e-mail to the Chairman in order to seek to clarify the issue which was being raised.
428/06

The Clerk reported that the SPCA (Staffordshire Parish Councils Association) had now agreed to forward the Parish Council’s request for legal advice to the NALC (National Association of Local Councils) and that progress in this area could be expected early in the New Year.

429/06

The Clerk had nothing further to report regarding Updates 4 and 5.

430/06

RESOLVED that the press and public be readmitted to the meeting.
431/06

Members considered correspondence tabled at the meeting, which was noted.



RESOLVED



a) that in response to the suggestion of a regular police surgery for the area the Council makes the following observations:





  i) that evenings might prove a better time;





 ii) that the Village Hall might be a more convenient venue than the Reading Rooms;





iii) that, initially at least, a one hour session might prove adequate.




b) that Cllr Walton would act as a contact in response to the request from Aspire Housing.
(Cllrs Price and Williams left the meeting at this point)

432/06

RESOLVED that the following items be included on the agenda of the next ordinary meeting:



First Responder Group




Postcode references (distribution problems)
