BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the special meeting held on 4th March 2021

[Meeting held on Zoom platform]

62/21
PRESENT:


Cllrs Robert Bettley-Smith, Mandy Berrisford, Neil Bullock, Seb Daly, Graham Ecclestone, Dave Hales, Richard Head, Tony Reah, Frank Speed and Ian Walton.  

63/21
IN ATTENDANCE:


Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk).

64/21
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Berrisford (work), Karling (work) and Speed (work).

65/21
Members considered the declaration of interests in agenda items.  All members made the following declaration at this point:



I declare a personal interest in this matter as a resident and/or property/land owner within the Neighbourhood Plan Area. Should there be any substantive discussion of any matter directly relating to any specific matter which would constitute a prejudicial interest I will declare that interest, withdraw from the meeting and take no part in that discussion.

66/21
There were no members of the public present to engage in public participation.

67/21
The Chairman invited members to consider the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) for submission to the Borough Council.  In introducing the item he wished to record the thanks of the Parish Council to the Working Group which had worked so hard to prepare the Plan.  In particular he wanted to thank Richard Head, who had chaired the Working Group, and Gwyn Griffiths, who had provided clerical support to the Group, for the immense amount of work that had been done to bring the Plan to this stage.



Cllr Head thanked the Chairman for his kind words and also wished to thank the Clerk for his key role.



The Clerk expressed his view that the Group had worked well because each member had brought particular skills which had been key to the preparation of a quality Plan. In addition to Councillors Head (who had chaired the Group throughout a lengthy process), Daly (Vice-Chairman) and Bettley-Smith four non-councillor residents had been key, particularly in the later stages. They were Joe Berman and Mick Padmore (who had brought professional planning skills and experience), Peter Ainsworth (whose experience in contracts and project planning had been invaluable in progressing work) and John Bailey (who had taken on the significant role of website manager and had collated questionnaire and consultation responses).



RESOLVED that the thanks of the Parish Council be extended to all those who had been involved during the process, and particularly the key group which had brought the Plan to this latest key stage.
68/21
The Chairman outlined how he proposed to deal with consideration of the NDP and the associated documentation.  A conscious decision had been made not to table the matter at a regular meeting of the Council  but to hold a special meeting in order to allow substantive discussion if required, though he noted that no member had indicated any significant issues they wished to examine.



The intention was that Cllr Head would table the NDP and respond on behalf of the Working Group; the Clerk would provide any necessary technical support and advice. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council had both served on the Working Group and had contributed throughout. They would therefore restrict their role tonight to simply acting as ‘referee’ to any discussion, if necessary.



The Clerk had circulated a briefing which he felt provided an explanatory memorandum of the issues and of the decision required at this meeting.  He invited members to raise any questions or points at this stage.  No matters were raised.

69/21
It was therefore proposed by Cllr Head (Chairman of the NDP Working Group) and seconded by Cllr Daly (Vice-Chairman of the NDP Working Group) and:



RESOLVED (unanimously)

That, subject to any minor drafting corrections, the Submission Neighbourhood Development Plan, as tabled at the meeting of 4th March 2021, be approved by Betley, Balterley and Wrinehill Parish Council as the qualifying body and be submitted to Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council.
The Plan proposal relates to planning matters (the use and development of land) and has been prepared in accordance with the statutory requirements and processes set out in the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended by the Localism Act 2011) and the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012.

The Neighbourhood Development Plan proposal does not deal with county matters (mineral extraction and waste development), nationally significant infrastructure or any other matters set out in Section 61K of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 

The Neighbourhood Plan proposal relates to the Betley, Balterley and Wrinehill designated neighbourhood area and to no other area. There are no other Neighbourhood Plans relating to that neighbourhood area.

70/21
Cllr Head thanked members for their support. Development of the NDP had been a long and sometimes frustrating process but he was confident that the Plan would provide a sound basis to guide future development in the area in the interests of the local community. He also wanted to take the opportunity to thank Cllrs Daly and Bettley-Smith for their support throughout the process as active and involved members of the Working Group.

