BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 28th April 2022

87/22
PRESENT:


Cllrs Robert Bettley-Smith, Mandy Berrisford, Neil Bullock, Graham Ecclestone, Dave Hales, Frank Speed (from Min.92) and Chris Watkin.  

88/22
IN ATTENDANCE:

One member of the public.


Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk).

89/22
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Daly (other commitment), Head (unwell), Karling (family), Reah (work) and Walton (unwell). 



RESOLVED that the reasons given for non-attendance be accepted as valid reasons under Section 85 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972.



Apologies for absence had also been received from County Cllr Northcott and Borough Cllrs Gary and Simon White in view of the election purdah period.

90/22
Members considered the declaration of interests in agenda items.  



No declarations were made at this point.

91/22
The Chairman explained the procedure for public participation and the meeting was then adjourned to allow the member of the public present to speak.  She explained that she was the new nominee for a seat in the Wrinehill ward and would be taking office after 5th May.  She was attending in order to gain an understanding of the work of the council, and to ask two specific questions.



Firstly what was the connection between the Parish Council and the Village Hall Committee?  The Chairman explained that the Village Hall was a separate charitable body run by a board of trustees.  Each of the regular users of the Hall was invited to nominate a representative to the committee who served alongside individual members.  The Parish Council’s current nominee was Richard Head who had been elected to serve as Chairman of the Village Hall Committee by its members.



Secondly the Council would be considering planning application 22/00321 later in the meeting but the structure to which the application referred had been in place for at least six months.  This seemed to make a mockery of the planning system when permission was sought months after work had been completed.  The Chairman explained that the application had been made by the current owner of the property who had purchased it in good faith and, on having had the planning discrepancy brought to his attention, was now seeking to regularise the position by lodging a retrospective planning application.  The Clerk further explained that no breach of planning law was necessarily made by carrying out work without permission.  However any land or property owner who did so ran the risk of enforcement action up to and including an order to demolish any such structures and reinstatement of the land or property.  Members would consider the application on  the basis of the details of the individual case and could not allow the fact that it was retrospective influence their response.

[Cllr Speed joined the meeting during consideration of the above item]

92/22
RESOLVED that subject to the correction of “completred” to “completed” in Minute 79 the minutes of the meeting of 24th March 2022 be approved as a true record and be signed by the Chairman.

93/22
The Clerk reported on matters dealt with as Urgent Business since the last meeting.  Various matters had been reported to members as they had arisen and invoices had been paid as appropriate (itemised later on the Agenda).  
94/22
The Chairman presented his report on matters dealt with since the last meeting.  Various matters largely related to the Jubilee and the Memorial Garden had been reported to members by e-mail as appropriate.

95/22
The Clerk formally advised members that at the close of nominations three nominations had been submitted for the Balterley Ward, three for the Wrinehill Ward, and five for the Betley Ward.  There was therefore a single vacancy in the Betley Ward which could be filled by co-option, though this would have to be completed by Monday 27th June.  It was agreed that co-option would be made at the meeting of 19th May, with the June meeting being available if necessary.

96/22
Given the purdah period for the Borough Council elections there were no reports from the County or Borough Councillors as they were all candidates on 5th May.

97/22
Cllr Hales advised that the Betley Trust had agreed to assist with the funding of the Jubilee book; the wording of the label in each book would need to be agreed by the various grant funders (Parish Council, Bonfire Committee, Betley Trust).  Cllr Watkin would lead on drafting the wording for the label.

[Cllr Watkin declared a personal interest in the above item as his daughter had edited the book in question.]

98/22
Members considered the following planning application:



22/00289/FUL  Replacement dwelling, Cranberry Cottage, Post Office Lane, Balterley.



RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no objection subject to the local planning authority satisfying itself that the proposal’s increase in size is in accordance with national and local policies given its location within the Green Belt.

99/22
Members considered the following planning application:



22/00321/FUL   Retention of an air source heat pump, Cedar House, Checkley Lane, Wrinehill.



RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no objection to the application.

NOTE: following the meeting the Parish Council received a further representation on this planning application.  In the light of that representation and in accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders relating to Urgent Business it was agreed that the resolution should be amended as follows:

That the Parish Council has no objection to the principle of an air source heat pump being installed.  However the Local Planning Authority will need to satisfy itself that the installation meets all regulations in relation to positioning, size and noise; that it does not have an adverse impact on the appearance of the Green Belt; and that there is no adverse impact on the residential amenity of the neighbouring property.  Evidence suggests, given the comments and objections from the neighbour, that the heat pump is impacting adversely on the residential amenity of the neighbouring property (ies), which an affected person has already brought to the attention of the Borough Council.
100/22
The Clerk advised members of the following planning decision notices.



21/01064/FUL Retention of change of use of visitor hub to permit classes, meetings and small gatherings in addition to use in relation to a visitor attraction at Betley Court, Main Road, Betley - PERMITTED (subject to additional conditions)


21/01149/FUL Tractor and trailer store, land north of The Beehive, Back Lane, Betley - PERMITTED

101/22
The Clerk advised members of a pre-application consultation for a telecommunications mast and associated equipment on Checkley Lane, Wrinehill.  The general view was that the Council should reserve its position until a full application was submitted other than to state that any works must not contribute to the existing flooding issues in the area.

102/22
Members considered events to mark the Platinum Jubilee of HM The Queen.  A final programme of events had now been drawn up and though there might be some further development of the details for some events the basic structure was now fixed.  The Chairman thanked all those who had assisted.  The events would be listed in the Parish Magazine as a freestanding item; the only reference in the Parish Council column would be to the specific events in relation to the trees on the Memorial Garden.

103/22
Members considered issues relating to the Council’s property and assets.



Members discussed the condition of the beds on the Memorial Garden and planting for the summer in view of the Jubilee celebrations  Final decisions had now been made in relation to the plaques for the Jubilee trees; the evacuation plaque for the walnut tree had been ordered.



RESOLVED
a) that bed improvements by the incorporation of material (ideally peat-free) be authorised subject to a budget of £150;





b) that the Council’s contractor be asked to ensure that appropriate planting be in place for the Jubilee weekend.



After further examination of the damaged Sycamore tree at Sandy Croft the Council’s contractor had advised that more significant works were required and that the trunk should be heavily reduced.  This would increase the cost of works to £800.



RESOLVED that the Chairman and Cllr Hales meet on-site with the contractor to agree what works were required within a maximum budget of £800.
104/22
In light of a recent incident where a request from a local organisation to place an advertisement on the Memorial Garden had been refused due to it beinginappropriate at the specific time because of another use of the Garden at the time it had been suggested that the Council’s policy on displaying material should be revised to cover such cases.  The Chairman had circulated an amendment which was considered suitable.



RESOLVED that the policy on the use of the Memorial Garden be amended as follows:




a) in paragraph 4.0 Right of , first paragraph, the words “or where the circumstances are such that the display of the materials normally permitted is not appropriate” be added;




b) in paragraph Right of Refusal, second paragraph, the words “and ‘not appropriate’” be added.

105/22
Area issues raised by members were considered. It was noted that work on the A-Z Aquatics site at Balterley was well under way.  The Clerk advised that the Borough Council was now considering changes to the Listing of Locally Important Buildings and he would, as requested, submit an application for the pig sty at Ganllwyd, Wrinehill.

106/22
The Clerk tabled correspondence received since the last meeting.  There were no matters requiring decision. 

107/22
The Clerk had circulated to members a list of invoices to hand and payments due, and the Financial and Bank Statements to date.   



RESOLVED
a) that the Council authorises payment of the following : 

R Bettley-Smith
Flags

£   129.54
1543

M Harding

Bus shelter
£   140.00
1544

Betley Village Hall
Hall hire
£   276.00
1545

PQR Limited

Payroll
£     69.60
1546

NPower

Electricity
£     27.54
1547





b) that the Financial Statement be received;





c) that the Bank Statement, having been inspected by the Chairman be noted and the reconciliation verified and be signed by the Chairman.

108/22
Members considered issues relating to council communication.

109/22
RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded during the following item of business on the grounds that they concern matters relating to a particular employee (Local Government Act 1972, Section 100, Schedule 12A (1)), and that under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (1) (2) admission would be prejudicial to the public interest.  
110/22
Members considered arrangements for the recruitment of a Clerk to the Council.  The Clerk reported there had been a disappointing number of applications and that members might wish to extend the closing date.



RESOLVED that the closing date be extended to 9th May, that the Clerk be asked to contact potential applicants and that there would be an intention to recommend an appointment to the June meeting.
111/22
Date of next meeting: Thursday 24th March 2022.
