BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 26th January 2022

[Meeting held on Zoom platform]

1/22
PRESENT:


Cllrs Robert Bettley-Smith, Neil Bullock, Seb Daly, Graham Ecclestone, Dave Hales (from min.), Richard Head, Tony Reah, Frank Speed, Ian Walton and Chris Watkin.  

2/2
IN ATTENDANCE:

County Cllr Paul Northcott.


Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk).

3/22
The Chairman advised that the meeting would again be held in its unusual format as an informal meeting following the procedure used by the Cheshire West & Chester Unitary Authority on the Zoom platform. This would allow all members to meet and to debate all agenda items.  Indicative votes would be taken where appropriate and the Clerk would then seek the authority of the Chairman/ Vice-Chairman to action any conclusions reached under the provisions of the Council’s Standing Order 26 (Urgent Business).



[NOTE. In the interests of consistency and transparency a full record of the informal meeting will be made by the Clerk, numbered in accordance with normal practice. Approval of such minutes would have to await a formal meeting of the Council.]

4/22
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Berrisford, Karling and Reah.  An apology for likely late arrival had been received from Cllr Hales (work).



An apology for absence had also been recedived from the Borough Councillors as the rearrangement of the meeting had led to a clash with another commitment.



RESOLVED that the reasons given for non-attendance be accepted as valid reasons under Section 85 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972.
5/22
Members considered the declaration of interests in agenda items.  



Cllr Walton declared a prejudicial interest in respect of the Betley Court planning application as a near neighbour and as he had submitted an objection to the application to the Local Planning Authority.



Cllr Head declared a personal interest in respect of the same application as a friend of the applicant and a former tenant of the property.



Cllr Bullock declared a personal interest in respect of application 21/01169 as a near neighbour. Having been advised of application 22/00029 Cllr Bullock also declared a personal interest in that application for the same reason.



Cllr Watkin declared a personal interest in relation to the Platinum Jubilee as his daughter was involved in one of the projects to be discussed.

6/22
The Chairman outlined the procedure for public participation and the meeting then adjourned for that purpose.  Three members of the public wished to comment, all in relation to the Betley Court planning application.



The following points were made:




* There was support for the restoration of Betley Court but the necessary works were already causing noise and disruption to near neighbours and this would continue for the next 9-12 months;




* The grant of permission for a visitor facility in 2019 had been justified by exceptional circumstances, with strict limitations on the use to which it could be put, opening hours etc. This grant of permission, it was alleged, had been flouted with the building being used extensively; This had been reported to the Borough Council but they did not appear to have responded and were endorsing the breaking of rules;




* The application sought to extend use very widely which would have a significant adverse impact on neighbours; it appeared to seek a 7 day, 52 week grant of permission rather than the 6 weekend opening of the 2019 grant;




* Use as a venue for hire could adversely affect other village facilities;




* The plans and photographs used were out of date and failed to show neighbouring properties;




* There would be a significant increase in traffic, parking congestion, noise and disturbance;




* Any income generated would be insignificant given the cost of restoration;




* The access alongside Betley Court was designed to serve only a few properties and was inadequate to serve a hire venue.



A number of procedural issues were raised relating to both the Parish and Borough Councils.



The Clerk set out the role of the Parish Council.




The Parish Council was a consultee, but did not approve or reject applications. That was the function of the Borough Council.




Where he had received objections from residents these had been forwarded to all parish councillors. However the Parish Council had no access to material submitted to the Borough.




The Parish Council would take into account all matters raised with it in preparing its submission to the Borough and this session of public participation was part of that process.



Cllr Northcott outlined the Borough’s role.




He had noted the comments regarding transgressions of the original permission; it appeared that the Borough officers had taken the view that enforcement action would not be appropriate while there was a current application.




There had been some slight delay in loading letters of objection onto the web portal, but all comments would be considered before any decision was reached.

7/22
The meeting then resumed.

8/22
The Clerk advised that although the minutes of the meeting of 25th November had been distributed to members their formal approval would require a physical meeting. However he would be grateful if any errors could be identified at this point.



A member pointed out that the words “and that a replacement native species hedge is to be planted” had been duplicated in minute 278/21 and could be deleted.
9/22
The Clerk reported on matters dealt with as Urgent Business since the last meeting.  Various matters had been reported to members as they had arisen and invoices had been paid as appropriate (itemised later on the Agenda).  
10/22
The Chairman presented his report to members.  He had circulated an e-mail on the 23rd summarising matters dealt with, most of which would be dealt with as separate agenda items.  He had been in dialogue with the Borough Councillors regarding the Betley Court planning application and with the M.P. over issues at Doddlespool and Checkley Lane. He had a further information report to present on a matter for which it would be appropriate to exclude the press and public; he would therefore present this later in the meeting.

11/22
The Vice-Chairman indicated that he had nothing to report that was not otherwise on the agenda.

12/22
The Clerk asked for the Council’s view on the timing of both the Annual Electors’ Meeting and the Annual Meeting of the Council, both of which were affected by the fact that 2022 would be an election year.



RESOLVED that the Annual Electors’ Meeting be held on 12th May with the Annual Meeting of the Council to be held on 19th May.
13/22
County Cllr Northcott presented his report which included the following matters:




Council had met on 9th December to deal with a number of urgent items. The Bus Improvement Plan had been approved, but there was a concern that it allowed infrastructure improvements when revenue support was needed.  The Household Support Fund (to support families with children) had been extended to 31st March. 




Economic indicators were still positive with 5,400 vacancies and Alton Towers launching a recruitment campaign. There were significant growth opportunities in conservation and climate change.  The claimant rate for Universal Credit in the Borough had fallen to 3.1%, from 4.6% in November.




In highways there had been some significant gritting work recently so that pothole repairs had been reduced.  There seemed to have been some progress on the Checkley Lane issues and a scheme was being prepared for significant works.  However this would result in some disruption during the work.




In his role at Newcastle Borough he had signed off approval of the Betley, Balterley & Wrinehill Neighbourhood Development Plan and he congratulated those involved for their hard work in producing such a good plan.

14/22
Members considered the following planning application.



21/01064/FUL Retention of change of use of visitor hub to permit classes, meetings and small gatherings in addition to use in relation to a visitor attraction at Betley Court, Main Road, Betley.



RESOLVED that the Parish Council considers that the application is deficient in detail in that it does not present a business case to justify the development, and potentially misleading in that the plans supplied omit the neighbouring properties.




In the absence of a business case to justify the proposal the Parish Council has no alternative but to object to what is proposed.




Should the Local Planning Authority be minded to grant permission it will need to be satisfied that what is proposed meets the very special circumstances required to justify what amounts to a very significant increase in the intensity of use and development in the ConservationArea.




If the Local Planning Authority is minded to grant consent then enforceable planning conditions will need to be attached to the consent to mitigate the adverse impact of the development on local residents, such conditions (which are not exhaustive) could include taking measures to reduce parking on the highway, a restriction on hours, and a restriction on the intensity of sound (particularly music) permitted.  In developing any conditions the views of local residents should be taken into account.

15/22
Members considered the following planning application.



21/01149/FUL Tractor and trailer store, land north of The Beehive, Back Lane, Betley.



RESOLVED that the Parish Council is not satisfied that the scale and size of the proposed development is appropriate at a location within the Green Belt.




The Local Planning Authority will need to satisfy itself that there is a demonstrable need and very special circumstances in order to meet Green Belt policy.

16/22
Members considered the following planning application.



21/01155/LBC Repair work to bridge, The Old Wood, Betley Hall Gardens, Betley.



RESOLVED that the Parish Council notes that this application appears to have been withdrawn but would have no objection to the works proposed.

17/22
Members considered the following planning application.



21/01169/FUL First floor extension above existing garage, two storey side extension and single storey rear extension and demolition of existing rear outhouse at Rydal Croft, Main Road, Betley.



RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no objection to the application.

18/22
The Clerk advised that a further planning application had been received following despatc h of the agenda.  As it was a relatively minor householder application it was agreed that it should be considered at this meeting. Members therefore considered the following planning application.



22/00029/FUL Demolition of existing conservatory and replacement with single story rear garden room, Wender Holm, Main Road, Betley.



RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no objection to the application.
19/22
The Clerk advised members of the following planning decision notices.



21/00944/FUL  First floor dormer to front elevation with single storey rear extension Pigeon House Farm, Deans Lane, Balterley - PERMITTED



21/00931/FUL  Two storey side and single storey rear together with other alterations Betley Hall House, Betley - PERMITTED



21/00897/AGR  Proposed tractor/trailer store, The Beehive, Back Lane, Betley - NOT PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT



21/00192/FUL  Replacement dwelling, Cranberry Cottage, Post Office Lane, Balterley - REFUSED

20/22
A member expressed concern regarding works which might be in breach of a local Tree Preservation Order. The Clerk would raise the matter with the Borough Council.

21/22
Members considered events to mark the Platinum Jubilee of HM The Queen.  The Local History Society was undertaking an oral history project recalling past jubilees and the Coronation itself while arrangements for the traditional beacon lighting had been fixed for the Thursday of the event.  There was a national initiative for groups of seven trees to be planted in circles to mark the event but it was unclear whether there was a suitable location within the parish. Cllr Hales agreed to consider potential options.



Again there was a national suggestion that street parties should be held on the Sunday and it was suggested that events of some sort could be held on the Saturday.  The Village Hall would not be available for much of the weekend because of an existing booking which limited the options for community events.



It was agreed that any village events would need to be organised and it was therefore RESOLVED that a Platinum Jubilee Group be appointed to consist of Cllrs Daly (to chair), Bullock, Hales, Head and Speed.


The Chairman advised that a book featuring images of significant features of the parish was under preparation and it was felt that it would be appropriate if a copy could be presented to all village children of primary school age as a memento of the jubilee.



RESOLVED
a)  that copies of the book be obtained to allow all pupils at Betley School to receive a copy;





b) that copies be offered also to locally resident children who attend school elsewhere;





c) that an application for a financial contribution be made to the bonfire committee;





d) that an overall budget be set in the sum of £1,400.

22/22
Members considered highways issues.  The Chairman had investigated the possibility of commissioning highways drain jetting directly for the parish and had suggested that a grant toward such work might be sought from the bonfire committee.  The Council had now been advised that the County Council would be providing some jetting work in the parish but it remained to be seen whether this would cover all the work necessary.  He therefore suggested that a bid should be submitted for jetting but that if this was not required a request could be made for the grant to be vired toward another appropriate activity.



RESOLVED that a bid for jetting work be submitted to the bonfire committee.
23/22
It had not been possible to arrange a site visit to discuss options for replacement/relocation of dog waste bins. The Clerk would follow this up with the appropriate officer.

24/22
The Clerk advised that the Parish Council’s response to the Issues & Options Consultation on the Newcastle Local Plan had been submitted.  The Neighbourhood Development Plan had passed by referendum on 16th December with a 90% Yes vote and a turnout at the upper end of the usual scale and had now been approved and adopted by the Borough Council and now formed part of statutory planning policy for the area. Cllr Daly thanked Cllr Head for his leadership as Chairman of the Working Group which had produced such a high quality Plan. Cllr Head thanked Cllr Daly for his remarks. He was delighted the Plan had passed the referendum stage and adoption.  He wished to thank all the members of the Working Group and the Clerk, together with all members of the wider community who had engaged in the process.

25/22
Members considered issues relating to the Council’s property and assets.



It was agreed that consideration of the maintenance contract for the Memorial Garden should be considered at the next meeting. The Clerk would continue to engage with Severn Trent in order to complete the water connection work at Sandy Croft.

26/22
Although the status of the meeting was informal members considered that the next agenda item would normally be considered as a matter for which the press and public should be excluded on the grounds that they concerned matters relating to the the financial or business affairs of a named individual together with information in connection with legal proceedings and with the investigation or prosecution of potential crime (Local Government Act 1972, Section 100, Schedule 12A (7), (12) and (14)), and that under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (1) (2) admission would be prejudicial to the publuic interest.  They therefore resolved that no member of the public would be admitted during consideration of these items and that any background documents would remain confidential.
27/22
The Chairman reported on a matter relating to court proceedings in which the Parish Council had an indirect interest.

28/22
RESOLVED that the press and public be readmitted.
29/22
Area issues raised by members were considered. There were no matters requiring decision or action.  It was noted that demolition work had been carried out at the Aquatics site to allow its redevelopment. The Church Lane bench was currently under ex situ restoration.

30/22
The Clerk tabled correspondence received since the last meeting.  There were no matters requiring decision.  HS2 were offering one-to-one appointments online to allow local residents to raise any specific individual issues and the Clerk would arrange for information to be placed in the parish magazine.
31/22
The Clerk had circulated to members a list of  invoices to hand and payments due, and the Financial and Bank Statements to date.   



RESOLVED
a) that the Council authorises payment of the following : 
G Griffiths 


£1,862.80
1537

      comprising

Salary


£   858.80

Meml Gdn

£   710.00

Neighbourhood Plan
£   294.00





b) that the Financial Statement be received;





c) that the Bank Statement, having been inspected by the Chairman be noted and the reconciliation verified and be signed by the Chairman.

32/22
Members considered issues relating to council communication.

33/22
Members considered arrangements for the recruitment of a Clerk to the Council.  A draft job description had been prepared for comment.  A few details needed to be added, relating to hours, salary scales, precept, population etc and these details would be provided by the Clerk.

34/22
Date of next meeting: Thursday 24th February 2022.

