BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on 22nd February 2007
PRESENT


Cllrs Colin Davies (Chairman), Robert Bettley-Smith, David Hales (from min.45), Richard Head, John Price, John Seddon, Sue Swift, Philip Tredwell and Jennifer Walton (from min.47).

IN ATTENDANCE


Two members of the public.


Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk).

42/07
Apologies for absence were received and accepted (unan) from Cllr Wynn Jones and Borough Cllr Becket.


Apologies for likely lateness had been received from Cllrs Hales and Walton.

43/07
There were no declarations of interest by members on agenda items at this point.
44/07
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of 25th January 2007 be approved as a true record of the meeting and be signed by the Chairman.

(6 for, 2 abst)

(Cllr Hales joined the meeting at this point)

45/07
The Council considered the following planning application.

07/00028/FUL  Three bay storage building for domestic use, White House Farm, Deans Lane, Balterley


RESOLVED that the Parish Council opposes this application on the grounds that it is contrary to Local Plan policies S.3 and N.20, and wishes to make the following observations:


Extensions to the former farmhouse and former piggery (for ancillary and domestic purposes) are not shown on the plan;



The public right of way (Footpath No.8) is shown as a “private track” on the plan;



The footprint and mass of the proposed building is disproportionate to the site;



There are no special circumstances to justify the application.

(7 for, 2 abst)

46/07
The Council considered the following planning application.

07/00086/FUL  Detached garage, Roslyn, Newcastle Road, Balterley


RESOLVED that the Parish Council opposes this application on the grounds that it is contrary to Local Plan policies S.3 and N.20, and is detrimental to amenity and appearance by being in advance of the building line.                                    (unan)
(Cllr Walton joined the meeting at this point)

47/07
The Council considered the following planning application.

07/00105/LBC  Alterations to outbuilding, Shade House, Main Road, Betley


RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no objection to the proposal as it is not considered that it harms the setting of the listed building, nor the Conservation Area, subject to:



a) retaining the lintel above the door which is to be removed;



b) recessing the bricking-in of the doorway in order to preserve the historic positioning of the doorway.


                       (9 for, 1 abst)
(Cllr Walton declared a personal interest in this application as a friend

Of the applicant, and abstained from voting)
48/07
The Council considered the following planning application.

07/00107/AGR  Agricultural implement shed, White Cottage, Balterley Green Road, Balterley

RESOLVED that the Parish Council believes that the requirements for Permitted Development Rights for agriculture and forestry are met, and has no objection to the location of the proposed building, which would be within sight and sound of the dwelling, reducing opportunities for crime. The Parish Council would ask the Borough Council to be satisfied that there is an agricultural justification for the proposal.








            (unan)
49/07
The Council considered the following planning application.
07/00149/FUL  Two storey rear extension, Glenwood, Den Lane, Wrinehill

RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no objection to the extension in principle, except in respect of the proposed balcony. It would ask the Borough Council to ensure that the balcony would not result in the adjoining properties being overlooked, to the detriment of their residential amenity.

(8 for, 2 abst)
50/07
The Council considered the following planning application.


07/00014/FUL  Replacement dwelling, Sulby, Den Lane, Wrinehill

The member who had undertaken to prepare a report on the application was not present, and the plans were not available for members.  The Clerk outlined the options available to the Council in dealing with the application. The Chairman briefly adjourned the meeting to allow members of the public to speak on the application.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council’s powers to comment on the application be delegated to a Panel of three members (Cllrs Davies, Hales and Price), to meet as quickly as practicable. The quorum of the Panel to be three members, with Cllrs Seddon and Swift to act as substitutes in the event of a member being unavailable.











(unan)

51/07
The Council received Decision Notices in respect of the following planning applications:


06/00911/FUL  Conversion of agricultural building to form two dwellings, Pear Tree Lake Farm, Balterley  PERMITTED

06/01148/FUL  Extensions and alterations, Brook Cottage, Main Road, Betley  PERMITTED

52/07
Cllr Davies reported on activities undertaken since the last meeting in relation to Parish Plan implementation issues. He updated members on progress regarding the Quiet Lanes initiative, and reported that new streetsigns for Balterley Green Road had been ordered and were set for erection.

53/07
The Chairman presented a written report on actions undertaken since the last meeting.

54/07
Under the Clerk’s report members considered a draft for the Spring 2007 Update prepared by Cllr Swift.


RESOLVED that the contents of Update, as amended, be approved for publication.








          (unan)
55/07
The Chair passed on a report he had received from Cllr Becket.  Council Tax increases had been set at 2.7% (Borough), 4.9% (County), and 4.9% (Police Authority). 
56/07
The Clerk reported that invitations to tender for work at the Memorial Gardens had been sent to eight contractors, but no replies had been received to date.  A request had been received to again place an Easter Cross on the Memorial Garden.


RESOLVED that permission to place an Easter Cross be granted, subject to a written statement setting out the work to be carried out, and a safety assessment being provided; and that the Clerk be given delegated authority to aprove such work.

57/07
The Clerk reported that he had been assured by the Borough Council that a replacement Balterley sign had been ordered. 

58/07
Cllr Bettley-Smith reported that he had inspected Laudy Croft that morning, and that no maintenance work was required.

59/07
RESOLVED that the Council authorises payment of the following accounts:

Madeley First Responders

Donation


£250.00
723
Audit Commission


External Audit

£141.00
724

Tree Medic



Tree work


£587.50
725

Rhodes & Cooper


Painting of milestones
£403.56
726


The Clerk outlined the financial implications of the urgent tree work carried out adjacent to the Laudy Croft site.


RESOLVED that the sum of £250 be vired from the amenity contingency line to Laudy Croft maintenance to meet the cost of tree work carried out.

Members considered the likely ownership of the land on which the damaged tree stood, but it seemed unlikely that anyone would claim ownership of such a strip of land. A proposal to seek information from the Land Registry was lost (2 for, 7 against, 1 abst). 

60/07
RESOLVED that the Financial Statement at 22nd February 2007 be approved.
61/07
The Clerk reported that he had experienced difficulty in finding possible dates for a Highways Officer visit to Betley, due to the unavailability of the relevant officers. He would continue to pursue the matter.

62/07
Members reported damage to a roadsign at the junction of Post Office Lane with the A531. The Clerk would report.

63/07
RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded during consideration of the following items, under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission of Public) Act 1960, and the Local Government Act 1972, as set out in minute 36/07.

64/07
The Clerk reported that there had been no further information from the NALC in respect of the Laudy Croft matter.
65/07
The Clerk updated members on issues relating to Updates 4 and 5.

66/07
RESOLVED that the press and public be readmitted to the meeting.
67/07
Members considered correspondence tabled at the meeting, which was noted.


RESOLVED
a) that the Council repeat its previous submission in respect of Planning Application 06/00496/FUL Rear extension, Holly Mount, Deans Lane, Balterley which was now the subject of an appeal inquiry;




b) that a copy of the Use Classes Order Guide be supplied to all members;




c) that Cllr Tagg be thanked for his letter relating to planning issues, and that he be asked to arrange a meeting with the Head of Planning to discuss planning issues;




d) that the Chairman be asked to progress the need for a Rural Local Area Action Plan within Newcastle Borough in view of the West Midlands Spatial Strategy;



e) that Cllr Bettley-Smith be authorised to respond on behalf of the Council in respect of the County Council’s consultation regarding bus services.
68/07
RESOLVED that the following items be included on the agenda of the next ordinary meeting:



Length of meetings



Annual Parish Meeting



Land ownership: Laudy Croft


and that a presentation, based on the “power cut emergency boxes” supplied by e-on, feature at the Annual Parish Meeting.

69/07
RESOLVED that the following meeting dates be confirmed –



22 March – Parish Council



19 April – Annual Parish Meeting



26 April – Parish Council
