BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL

PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd February 2023
32/23
PRESENT:


Cllrs Robert Bettley-Smith, Mandy Berrisford, Neil Bullock, Angela Drakakis-Smith, Graham Ecclestone, Dave Hales, Richard Head, Gareth Owen, Frank Speed and Chris Watkin.  

33/23
IN ATTENDANCE:


County Cllr Paul Northcott

PCSO Colin Hodgkinson


Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk).

34/23 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Daly (family commitment) and Karling (away).
35/23
Members considered the declaration of interests in agenda items.  No interests were declared at this point.
36/23
PCSO Hodgkinson presented his report to members.  Over the past two months there had been three road traffic collisions in the area, none of which had caused serious injury.  Police surgeries had resumed in January though the uptake had been limited.  Consideration was being given to alternative days.  

37/23
There were no members of the public present to engage in public participation.  
38/23
Members considered the Minutes of the meeting of 19th January 2023.  A member expressed concern regarding the wording of Minute 6/23 and suggested that the Minute should be amended in two locations.  There was, however, no seconder to any such amendment and it was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of 19th January be approved as a true record and be signed by the Chairman.


Cllr Drakakis-Smith requested that her vote against be recorded in the Minutes in accordance with the provisions of Standing Order 9.
39/23
The Clerk reported that he had not dealt with any urgent business under the provisions of Standing Order 32 since the last meeting.
40/23
 The Clerk listed Action Points from the November meeting as follows:


13 – 30mph stickers for wheeliebins. Cllr Bullock advised he was still waiting for delivery or further details.

23 – The Council’s submission regarding the review of County Council electoral divisions had been sent.


Other actions arising from the January meeting would be covered under the relevant agenda items.

41/23
The Chairman had nothing to report that was not otherwise covered on the agenda.  There was nothing to report from the Vice-Chairman.
42/23
The Clerk reported on three matters.
43/23
His attention had been drawn to a blog edited by a member which contained material which he felt had misrepresented the view expressed by the Council on a planning matter.  By omitting part of the Council resolution (relating to the Council asking the planning authority to ensure there would be no adverse impact) an impression could be created that the Parish Council had expressed a view that there would be no such impact.  He had e-mailed the member asking for the content to be corrected; the member now indicated that the e-mail had been received and the content corrected.  The Council RESOLVED that the correction should be minuted as follows:


In relation to the planning consideration of the telephone mast and associated equipment on Checkley Lane in May 2022 the Council had resolved as follows:



RESOLVED
That the Council is strongly of the view that, given the location within the open countryside and the Green Belt, the proposed development should be subject to prior approval by the Local Planning Authority and should not fall within any permitted development rights;





That the Council would ask the Local Planning Authority to ensure:





a) that every effort has been made to investigate the practicality of mast sharing to avoid the need for an additional mast;





b) that the works proposed will have no adverse impact on the surface water movements and ground drainage of the area given the existing problems on Checkley Lane;





c) that the works proposed will have no adverse impact on the adjacent hedgerow or the nearby tree which makes an important contribution to the appearance of the area.



The blog had stated that the recommendation to the Newcastle Planning Department by the Parish Council was “that the works proposed will have no adverse impact on the surface water movements and ground drainage of the area given the existing problems on Checkley Lane” and “the works proposed will have no adverse impact on the adjacent hedgerow or the nearby tree which makes an important contribution to the appearance of the area”.
44/23
The Clerk had received an e-mail from the Rural Transport Scheme in respect of alleged criminal offences that were discovered in 2019 and reported to the Police and to the Charity Commission as required.  A Trustee and former Chairman of the Newcastle-under-Lyme Rural Parishes Transport Scheme [trading as The Rural Runabout] has been charged with Fraud by Abuse of Position between 1st January 2016 and 1st September 2019 (Fraud Act 2006) and the trial will take place over three days, starting on Monday 13th November.
45/23
The Clerk provided members with an update on expenditure related to the Platinum Jubilee events.  The Council had carried out its planned programme and significantly within the budgetary provision.  The generous support of the Bonfire Committee and the Betley Trust in funding the books for local children was gratefully acknowledged and the success of Snapshots of Village Life had led to significant income to support the tree planting on the Memorial Garden.


RESOLVED that the Council notes the success of the Jubilee events, particularly the book Snapshots of Village Life, and thanks Laura Lee the author for the significant contribution made to the cost of events, particularly the tree planting at the Memorial Garden, as a result of sales of the book.

[Cllr Watkin declared a personal interest in the above item as the author was a family member.]

46/23
The County Councillor presented his report to members which included the following matters.



The County Council had met on 9th February and had approved a Council Tax increase of 4.99%, made up of a general increase and an additional contribution toward social care.



Domestic abuse services and family hubs were to be recommissioned.



Within highways efficiency measures for pothole repairs (e.g. thermal patching) were being trialled.  The use of recycled debris within repairs was being dropped as it had proved ineffective.



Covid-19 infections were still rife but there had been no undue increase in hospitalisations.



Locally he had arranged for some extra gully cleaning to take place in the area.  In early 2019 a request had been received to introduce cobbling at the junction of Den Lane with the A531. This had been investigated and the cost was an estimated £50,000.  On Checkley Lane he was still awaiting costings for a drainage scheme and funding would then need to be sought.  He could offer no timescale for further progress.  In 2022 a request had been received for an assessment of road safety at the junction of the A531 and B5500.  The relevant highway officer had indicated that he did not feel a roundabout would be viable at the location.


A member asked what the criteria were for pavement repair work.  Cllr Northcott said that when a complaint was received the location would be inspected and a recommendation made. If that recommendation was that no action was required this could be challenged.



A second member asked how long would pass between each road treatment.  Cllr Northcott stated that it would depend on the treatment used (a structural repair would last longer than surface treating for example), the level of use and other factors.



A third member expressed frustration that despite repeated complaints and the dangerous condition of some pavements no action seemed forthcoming and work that was carried out was often of poor quality and/or in the wrong location.  Cllr Northcott understood the frustration.  The inspection of work was being brought back in-house and he felt this should lead to improvement.

47/23
There was no Borough Councillors’ report and nothing to report from outside bodies.

48/23
Members considered the following planning application.


23/00029/FUL  Barn conversion to two dwellings, Gorsty Hill Farm, Newcastle Road, Balterley.



RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no objection.

49/23
The Clerk advised members of the following planning decision.



22/01084/FUL  Extensions, Oak Tree Farm, Common Lane, Betley – PERMITTED.

50/23
Members considered arrangements for the Coronation weekend.  The following programme of events were discussed.



Friday – no known events.



Saturday – on Coronation Day itself the Reading Room would be livestreaming the event.



Sunday – Church Service in the morning followed by a Coronation Lunch at the Village Hall for which modest grant funding had been obtained.  It was agreed that the Village Hall would lead on this element but that the Parish Council would wish to support.



Monday – the King had indicated a wish to encourage volunteering on this day. It was suggested that a community walk could be held starting at the Hand & Trumpet around noon and following a route along footpaths, carrying out minor works (e.g. vegetation clearing and perhaps minor repair work where appropriate), and finishing at The Swan where a barbecue could be arranged from 2p.m.



A member pointed out that it was normal practice for the Parish Council to provide an appropriate memento to mark such events to children of primary school age in the parish.  It was felt this would be appropriate and might take the form of a mug or crown (it was felt that a book would be inappropriate given that a book had been presented to mark the 2022 Platinum Jubilee).  There was some discussion of whether grant funding could be sought but the Clerk advised that the Council would have sufficient resource available for a memento such as the current equivalent of a crown coin.


RESOLVED
a) that the broad outline of events be supported;





b) that further consideration be taken at the March meeting with any financial support to be agreed at that meeting;





c) that Cllr Owen be asked to co-ordinate the community walk;





d) that Cllr Head lead on the Coronation Lunch but that the support of the Council be made available.

51/23
Members considered issues relating to the Council’s property and assets.  

52/23
RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded from consideration of the following items (Minutes 53 & 54) under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972  Schedule 12A Part 1 Paragraph 8 (information relating to  expenditure to be incurred by the authority).
53/23
The Clerk advised members of tenders received for maintenance of the Memorial Garden.



RESOLVED that the tender submitted by Luke Rimmer Groundcare be accepted.

54/23
The Clerk had received a further quotation for the provision of a noticeboard at Sandy Croft in the sum of £1,420, which was significantly lower than other quotations received .  


RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to enter into a contract with SDS Joinery for the supply of a noticeboard on the agreed terms.



The meeting then re-opened to press and public.
55/23
Members considered the need to replace a number of damaged and faulty lights within the Christmas lighting.



RESOLVED that the purchase of 75 new lights be authorised at a cost of £224.25 + carriage.

56/23
Members considered the purchase of a Coronation flag to be flown at the appropriate time.



RESOLVED that the flag described as Option A be purchased at a cost of £39.84.

57/23
Members considered a briefing note from the Clerk setting out a Grants Policy for the Council reflecting past practice.



RESOLVED that the Policy be approved and placed on the Council’s website along with other relevant policy documents.

58/23
The Clerk advised that the Council had been allocated £7,400 by the Bonfire Committee for the purchase of two solar-powered speed indication devices.



RESOLVED that the Bonfire Committee be thanked for their generous grant and that the appropriate Working Group be asked to progress the purchase and deployment of the appropriate equipment.

59/23
Members considered a government consultation on potential changes to the National Planning Policy Framework.  The Clerk had prepared a briefing setting out the issues which appeared to be of particular significance to the Parish.  This contained the background to each item, a suggested response, and a rationale for each response.  The Chairman proposed that the responses set out in the Clerk’s briefing be approved and this was seconded.  A member indicated they felt that members should discuss Chapter 12 of the consultation but there being no amendment tabled it was:


RESOLVED that the Clerk respond to the consultation in accordance with the report tabled as follows.




Q.1-4. (5 year housing supply) That the Council supports this change in policy.




Q.5. (Neighbourhood Plans) That the Parish Council strongly supports the proposed changes and the increased protection given to Neighbourhood Development Plans.




Q.8. (Assessment of local housing need) That the Council welcomes the proposed changes.



Q.9. (Green Belt policy; housing densities; over-supply) That the Council strongly supports the clarification regarding the Green Belt and would ask that any Green Belt review should be based on the quality of the Green Belt locations and their contribution to the purposes set out for Green Belt designation rather than the requirements of any housing allocations. The Council also agrees that out-of-character housing densities should not be imposed to meet housing allocations. The Council agrees that past over supply should be considered in plan preparation. 



Q.18. (Presumption in favour policy) That the Council welcomes the additional permissions-based test to “switch off” the presumption in favour.



Q.23. (Older people’s housing) That the Council supports this policy initiative.




Q.32. (Construction of approved schemes) That the Council supports this policy initiative.




Qs.33-36. (Design policies)  That the Council feels that planning policies should support high quality and well-designed developments which respect local circumstances in terms of density, layout and character. On this basis the proposed changes are supported. On the specific matter of mansard roofs (Q.36) any relaxation should not compromise relevant local design standards, listed buildings or Conservation Area development.
60/23
Members considered a letter from Protect Audley Parish Greenbelt (PAPG) asking the Council to lobby Newcastle Borough Council on housing figures in the emerging Local Plan.  The Clerk advised that the Borough Council was due to enter a consultation phase in the spring of 2023 at which stage representations could be made and pointed out the danger of any delay to the progress of the Local Plan.


RESOLVED that the letter be noted but that no further action be taken at this stage.

61/23
Members considered issues relating to HS2.  Cllr Berrisford reported on the recent Zoom meeting relating to highways issues.  She had learnt a lot from the meeting and it was clear that there would be significant issues in areas such as Woore and Stone.  HS2 staff indicated that they had learnt from Phase 1 of the project which was now well under way and that they would avoid making similar mistakes during Phase 2a works.

62/23
Given the lateness of the hour the Chairman indicated he felt that the further report from the Footpaths Working Group along with discussion of highway matters should be deferred to the March meeting but be placed earlier on the agenda.  This was agreed.

63/23
RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded from consideration of the following item under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972  Schedule 12A Part 1 Paragraphs 1 and 12 (information relating to a particular employee or former employee and any potential legal proceedings by or against the authority).


The Clerk advised that he had received two expressions of interest in the position of Clerk.


The meeting then re-opened to press and public.

64/23
There were no area issues requiring decision or further discussion raised.
65/23
The Clerk had no items of correspondence to report to members that had not otherwise been dealt with.  Cllr Head indicated that he had been contacted by an officer of the Bowling Club regarding the grant received from the Parish Council.  The Clerk explained that the grant had covered 50% of the invoice received in accordance with council policy but that he would be happy to engage further to see if any further support would be appropriate.  He would make contact and seek to clarify the matter.

66/23
The Clerk had circulated to members a list of invoices to hand and payments due, and the Financial and Bank Statements to date.  


RESOLVED
a) that the Council authorises payment of the following : 

G Griffiths

Salary & expenses


£1,290.24
1574
T Dunlop

Audit fee



£     40.00
1575

Betley Village Hall Cttee   Hall hire


£   112.50
1576





b) that the Financial Statement be received;





c) that the Bank Statement, having been inspected by the Chairman be noted and the reconciliation verified and be signed by the Chairman.

67/23
Members considered issues relating to council communication.

68/23
The meeting closed at 21.39.  Date of next meeting: Thursday 23rd March 2023.
