BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 29th September 2022

223/22
PRESENT:


Cllrs Robert Bettley-Smith, Neil Bullock, Seb Daly, Angela Drakakis-Smith, Dave Hales, Richard Head, Frank Speed and Chris Watkin.  

224/22
IN ATTENDANCE:

County Cllr Northcott.


Borough Cllr Gary White.


PCSO Colin Hodgkinson.


Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk).

225/22
As this was the first meeting of the Council since the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II members spent a few moments in quiet reflection on the life of her late Majesty and on the Accession of His Majesty King Charles III.

226//22
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Berrisford (other commitment), Ecclestone (away), Karling (other commitment) and Owen (unwell).



Given that the date of the meeting had been rearranged at short notice as a result of the Period of National Mourning it was RESOLVED that the reasons for absence be accepted as valid under Section 85 of the Local Government Act 1972.
227/22
Members considered the declaration of interests in agenda items. 



Cllr Drakakis-Smith declared a prejudicial interest in Item 20a, application for financial assistance from the Bowls Club, as she was a member of the organisation.



Cllr Head declared a personal interest in the same item as Chairman of the Village Hall Committee.

228/22
There were no members of the public present to engage in public participation.

229/22
Members considered the Minutes of the meeting of 28th July.  The Clerk had circulated a set of draft minutes for consideration and a number of minor corrections had been incorporated in the minutes now placed before members.


RESOLVED that, subject to the correction of “Univeral” to read “Universal in Minute 205/22, the minutes of the meeting of 28th July be approved as a true record and be signed by the Chairman.

230/22
PCSO Hodgkinson presented a report on police actions over the past month.  A cyclist had recently fallen having been struck by a vehicle which had failed to stop; this was the subject of an ongoing investigation. There had been a theft of garden furniture from a property within Betley. Police had also attended a road traffic collision on Checkley Lane (though the incident had occurred in Cheshire Staffordshire Police had attended).



A councillor enquired about an incident in Wrinehill where a vehicle had struck the speed limit sign.  PCSO Hodgkinson advised that this was a non-reportable incident.

[Cllr Daly temporarily left the meeting at this point.]

231/22
The Clerk reported on matters dealt with as Urgent Business since the last meeting.  Various matters had been reported to members as they had arisen and invoices had been paid as appropriate (itemised later on the Agenda).  In addition formal exercise of Standing Order 26 had been used to renew the Council’s insurance policy.  A range of contracts had been offered on different timescales and terms.  After consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman the Clerk had entered into a 5 year agreement based on an increase of only 1.6% in the premium payable, which was felt to be a very good arrangement given the current inflationary position.
232/22 The Clerk listed Action Points from the June meeting as follows:



202 - water connection to Sandy Croft; still outstanding, Clerk to progress;



202 - Memorial Garden noticeboard had been repaired and resinstalled by Cllr Hales who was thanked for the excellent job he had made;

[Cllr Daly rejoined the meeting.]



204 - Betley Court Farm licence. Cllr Head had attended the relevant meeting on behalf of the Council.  The licence had been granted but with significant conditions and limitations.

233/22
The Chairman advised that he had no specific report to submit. Matters which had arisen had been reported to members by e-mail as appropriate.  He had attended a number of events in connection with the death of HM The Queen but primarily in his role as a Borough Councillor.

234/22
The Vice-Chairman advised that he had attended the proclamation of the King representing the Council and the wider community.

235/22
The Clerk reported on the following matters:



Public notice on the audit of accounts 2021-22 had now closed. In view of the Period of National Mourning he had extended the period of notice to Wednesday 28th. No public question or comment had been received. Unless direct contact had been made with the Council’s External Auditor the audit was now closed.



He had been notified of a new Model Code of Conduct and suggested members might wish to consider its adoption.



RESOLVED that the Model Code of Conduct be tabled at the October meeting.



The Clerk had indicated to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman that for personal reasons and to facilitate an effective handover he would like to postpone his retirement to early 2023. This was accepted by members.

236/22
County Councillor Northcott presented his report which included the following:



Council Cabinet had adopted a new healthy lifestyles contract.



Department for Transport funding had been received in order to stabilise the bus network to Spring 2023.



The County Council had received £4.2M for an adult numeracy initiative.



An electoral review for the County Council was underway; the County Council supported the retention of 62 single-member divisions.



The Back to Business initiative remained buoyant with the claimant rate still low at 2.7%; a job brokerage service was to be rolled out.



Locally there was no progress to report on the Checkley Lane issue. Unfortunately the lead officer was on long-term sick leave and progress on developing an appropriate scheme was in abeyance.



Cllr Northcott had now received a response on the impact of the new lighting column in the centre of Betley. He was not convinced by the case made and would be responding and would update members as the matter progressed.



A councillor expressed disappointment that work on Checkley Lane was now on hold. Cllr Northcott indicated that funding would remain a significant difficulty.



The Clerk asked for clarification on the County Council’s view of the Parish Council engaging contractors for highways works, specifically for siding out of pavements.  Cllr Northcott indicated that any such work would have to be put on hold until the County Council had determined its future policy on the matter.

237/22
Borough Councillor Gary White presented his report which included the following.



Full Council had met the previous evening and the 2022-26 Forward Plan had been presented and approved.



Cabinet would be meeting next Wednesday with a recommendation that the next stage of the Local Plan would go out to consultation in Spring 2023.



Locally things had been quiet and he had no issues to report.



He drew attention to a planning issue which had arisen in relation to a substantial application for housing in Baldwins Gate.  The Borough Council officers were of the view that the relevant Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) should carry “less weight” than it might otherwise as it was over two years since its adoption.  He had engaged with the consultants Urban Vision who took a different view of the relevant legislation.  He had arranged to meet with the Executive Director to discuss the issue but this would not take place until after the specific application had been dealt with.  There were clear implications for all areas with an NDP.



A member asked whether the absence of a Local Plan was an impediment on this issue but Cllr White indicated that this was not the case.



The Clerk advised that the matter was tabled later on the agenda but wished to thank Cllr White for the invitation to the meeting with Urban Vision, neighbouring parish councils and himself to discuss the matter which he had found very useful.

238/22
There were no other reports from the council’s representatives on outside bodies.

239/22
The Clerk advised there were no current planning applications to consider.

240/22
The Clerk reported that the following planning decision notices had been issued:




22/00622/LEXNOT  Prior notification of extension, Allandale, Main Road, Betley - PERMITTED (i.e. planning application not required as within permitted development rights)




22/00348/FUL  Garden Shed/ Storage Room, 17 Betley Hall Gardens, Betley - REFUSED.

241/22
The Clerk advised that an application to establish whether prior approval for a single-storey side extension and revised exterior parking at Holly Mount, Deans Lane, Balterley had been submitted.  This would only become a matter for the Council if the determination was such that a planning application was deemed necessary.  A member reported that work was currently in progress at two properties at East Lawns and asked whether such work had been the subject of planning applications.  The Clerk would check on this.  A member asked whether there had been any response from the Borough Council regarding the works at Coachman’s Cottage which did not appear to have the benefit of planning consent.  The Clerk would press the Borough Council for a response.

242/22
The Clerk had submitted a briefing note to councillors regarding issues relating to a current planning application at Baldwins Gate (see also Min.237) which could potentially impact on the effectiveness of the Betley, Balterley & Wrinehill Neighbourhood Development Plan (BBWNDP).  The legal position was unclear but would hopefully be clarified in the coming months.  Cllr Head, who had chaired the BBWNDP Working Group, felt it was absurd that the government encouraged communities to spend years developing NDPs only to then consider significant elements to be obsolete after only two years.  The BBWNDP was in a relatively strong position given that it had only been adopted early in 2022, and that the local area was also currently protected by Green Belt designation and policies.  However it was important that the Plan was subject to regular review to ensure it remained relevant and that it continued to carry weight in considering planning applications.



RESOLVED that the NDP Monitoring Group be asked to keep abreast of relevant developments.
243/22
Members received a briefing note regarding the Speed Indication Devices (SIDs) owned and deployed by the Parish Council which had now returned to direct council control following former Cllr Terry Townsend’s decision to relinquish his role in co-ordinating the scheme.



A member asked what costs were incurred in managing the equipment and what use was made of data collected.  It was explained that the initial cost of the equipment had been largely met by grants from such as the Bonfire Committee and the Staffordshire Safer Roads Partnership and that running costs were low, basically limited to the costs of recharging the batteries which had been met by the co-ordinator.  The intention had been to use the data collected by the equipment to support the case for further action on traffic speeds but significant difficulties in collecting data had meant that this had not proved practical to date.  The intention now was to delete all historical data and to extract future data on a regular basis.  Data had been downloaded when requested by the Police and had been used for investigative purposes including a successful prosecution following a fatal collision.


RESOLVED
a) that the Council places on record its thanks to former Cllr Terry Townsend for his work in securing funding for and managing the introduction and deployment of the Speed Indication Devices on the A531;





b) that the meeting notes and approves the transfer of responsibility for the maintenance and all related issues to do with the village Speed Indication Devices back under Council control, under the supervision of Cllr Neil Bullock.
244/22
Members considered issues relating to the Council’s property and assets.



Members felt it would be appropriate to mark the death of HM The Queen in some way.  Since trees had already been planted to mark the Platinum Jubilee and the life of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh and the variable success with maintaining healthy trees on the Memorial Garden it was felt that alternatives should be explored.  Members also considered possible funding sources for future tree planting.  The Clerk asked for guidance on arrangements for Armistice Day, Remembrance Sunday and Christmas lighting.



RESOLVED 
a) that the Memorial Garden Working Group be asked to consider the matter and to bring proposals to the November meeting;





b) that no further action be taken at this stage regarding funding for tree planting;





c) that the arrangements for November 11th and 13th be as in previous (non-Covid) years and that the Clerk be asked to order the two necessary wreaths;





d) that the Christmas lighting event be held on Friday 25th November, that the Clerk be asked to order the required tree and that the hours of lighting be restricted given the cost of energy and potential shortages of supply.

245/22
Members considered a further report by Cllr Drakakis-Smith on the condition of public rights of way (footpaths) within the parish.  23 of the 54 footpaths had now been surveyed and it was clear that many were in poor condition, with dangerous stiles for example. It was hoped that all paths would be surveyed by the end of the year.  Cllr Drakakis-Smith asked for the Council to accept and approve the report and whether the team and any volunteers would be covered by Parish Council insurance if some work was to commence, subject to landowner consent.  Other members queried whether such work was appropriate at this stage and whether such work would be covered by the Council’s insurance policy.  The Clerk advised that, in his view, volunteers carrying out such work would not be covered by the Council’s insurance policy without the persons involved and the works to be carried out being identified and approved by the Council, and in the absence of an appropriate risk assessment.



RESOLVED
that this report be received.

246/22
Members considered a further report by Cllr Drakakis-Smith on the condition of highways in the Wrinehill Ward.



RESOLVED
a) that the report be received;





b) that further steps be taken to resolve the issues highlighted where and with whom responsibility lies (e.g. the Staffordshire County Council and Newcastle Borough Council) and especially where public safety and amenity is concerned;





c) that this Parish Council will continue to press those responsible for direct action for the issues identified and will deploy its own resources where legally/statutorily permitted, not to substitute for but to assist with any resolutions decided upon, if appropriate, and as soon as possible;





d) that the County Highways Department be urged to meet all promises made and targets set; that all steps, checks and balances are in place in order to make the reporting system more user-friendly and fit for purpose; and that the many already identified weaknesses in the repair and maintenance of highways be resolved so that this department can adhere to its recently adopted ‘one visit’ policy.  Inspection of work carried out would also be welcomed;





e) That the County Council and the Government be urged to allocate sufficient funding to ensure that the issues identified can be addressed preferably before the onset of winter.
247/22
There were no area issues raised by members. 

248/22
The Clerk tabled correspondence received since the last meeting. 



RESOLVED that Cllr Neil Bullock represent the Council at the “20’s Plenty for Staffordshire” presentation on 25th October.
249/22
Members considered an application for funding received from the Bowls Club who were seeking to provide lightweight woods to allow youngsters to participate.



RESOLVED that the Parish Council offer 50% funding to a maximum of £324.
[Having declared a prejudicial interest in this agenda item Cllr Drakakis-Smith left the meeting

during its consideration and took no part in the discussion or decision]

250/22
The Clerk had circulated to members a list of invoices to hand and payments due, and the Financial and Bank Statements to date.  


RESOLVED
a) that the Council authorises payment of the following : 

G Griffiths

Salary


£   858.80
1558

G Griffiths

Reimbursements
£1,190.30
1559

Newcastle BC

Election costs

£   300.00
1560

TW Heler & Son
Highways

£   360.00
1561

D Hales

Reimbursement
£   130.22
1562

(Noticeboard repair)





b) that the Financial Statement be received;





c) that the Bank Statement, having been inspected by the Chairman be noted and the reconciliation verified and be signed by the Chairman.

251/22
Members considered issues relating to council communication.

252/22
Date of next meeting: Thursday 27th October 2022.
