BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 24th March 2022

60/22
PRESENT:


Cllrs Robert Bettley-Smith, Mandy Berrisford (from Min.77), Neil Bullock, Seb Daly, Dave Hales, Dave Karling, Tony Reah and Frank Speed.  

61/22
IN ATTENDANCE:

Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk).

62/22
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Berrisford (work), Ecclestone (work), Head (unwell), Walton (unwell) and Watkin (unwell). 



RESOLVED that the reasons given for non-attendance be accepted as valid reasons under Section 85 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972.



Apologies for absence had also been received from County Cllr Northcott and Borough Cllrs Gary and Simon White.

63/22
Members considered the declaration of interests in agenda items.  



No declarations were made at this point.

64/22
There were no  members of the public present to engage in public participation.

65/22
RESOLVED that subject to the correction of “sever” to “severe” in Minute 53 the minutes of the meeting of 24th February 2022 be approved as a true record and be signed by the Chairman.

66/22
The Clerk reported on matters dealt with as Urgent Business since the last meeting.  Various matters had been reported to members as they had arisen and invoices had been paid as appropriate (itemised later on the Agenda).  
67/22
The Chairman presented his report on matters dealt with since the last meeting.  The trees to mark the Platinum Jubilee and the life of the Duke of Edinburgh had been planted and appropriate plaques would be ordered.  The WI tree on the Memorial Garden had been replaced and the WI had expressed satisfaction with the arrangements.  He had been asked whether the Parish Council was intending to play any role in co-ordinating a response to the crisis in Ukraine.  It was felt that the Church was in a better position to co-ordinate a response with the Reading Room acting as a location where material that was needed could be collected.  A councillor pointed out that a substantial amount of material had already been donated.  It was also stressed that inappropriate material, though donated in good faith, could result in delay to more important materials.  A list of the most needed items had been prepared and would be circulated.

68/22
The Vice Chairman and Clerk each indicated that they had nothing to report that would not otherwise be covered later in the agenda.  The County Cllr had forwarded a report to the Chairman; the most important matter contained within it was that he was still awaiting timescales for works to Checkley Lane but that funding should be available in the new financial year (i.e. from 1 April 2022).

69/22
Members reported on outside bodies.  Cllr Daly advised that the Cricket Club had linked to a crowdfunding site linked to the forthcoming Commonwealth Games and that he would forward details.  Cllr Speed advised that the Bonfire Committee had met to determine the award of grants and that one of the Council’s applications had been sucessful.

70/22
Members considered the following planning application:



22/00198/FUL  Application to vary Condition 4 of permission 18/00846/FUL relating to hard and soft landscaping, particularly by allowing the overflow car park to be surfaced in tarmacadam, The Broughton, Newcastle Road, Balterley.



RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no objection subject to the local planning authority satisfying itself that the drainage arrangements do not have an adverse impact on the nearby Sites of Special Scientific Interest (Black Firs, Cranberry Bog and Betley Mere) - Betley, Balterley & Wrinehill NDP Paras 6.4.15 to 6.4.18 refer.

71/22
The Clerk advised that a further planning application had been received since the despatch of the agenda for the meeting and invited members to consider how they wished to deal with the item.



RESOLVED that planning application 22/00234/FUL be considered at this meeting.
72/22
Members therefore considered the following planning application:



22/00234/FUL   Replacement of existing single storey rear extension with two storey extension, Oak Tree Farm, Common Lane, Betley.



RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no objection.

73/22
The Clerk advised members of the following planning decision notices.



21/01169/FUL Extensions Rydal Croft, Main Road, Betley - PERMITTED



22/00029/FUL Demolition of existing conservatory, replacement rear garden room Wender Holm, Main Road, Betley - PERMITTED




These decisions were in accordance with the views of the Parish Council.

74/22
The Clerk updated members on the progress of planning application 21/01064/COU regarding a change of use for the visitor centre building at Betley Court. This had gone to the Borough Planning Committee with an officer recommendation of approval but had been deferred to allow officers to consider possible conditions to restrict use in the interests of neighbours. It would now be going to committee again on 29th March with a range of conditions which seemed to address many of the concerns raised.

75/22
Members considered events to mark the Platinum Jubilee of HM The Queen.  The Working Group had been unable to meet as planned due to members’ other commitments and there was a concern that little progress was being made.  Although there seemed to be a desire and expectation for appropriate events to take place the practical work of planning seemed, as ever, to fall on a small group of people.  That the events were spread across four days also made it more difficult to put together a series of events if there was an expectation that something would happen on each day.



It was agreed that the current programme of events appeared to be as follows:



Thursday - Beacon lighting with refreshments at the Cricket Club;



Friday - currently blank;



Saturday - unveiling of the plaques at the Memorial Garden and an afternoon Hog Roast at The Swan;



Sunday - a community event, with a particular direction toward the younger end of the community, with arrangements being led by a small group of volunteers who had stepped forward to offer assistance.



It was emphasised that this programme could be subject to change as arrangements were firmed up.
76/22
Cllr Daly reported on a site meeting with an appropriate officer from the Borough Council he and Cllr Berrisford had attended to discuss the dog waste bins in the centre of the village, particularly in the area of Church Lane, the Cricket Club and the school.  The meeting had proved to be very helpful and it was clear that the bins could not be resited as there were no alternative locations that were practicable.  However it might be possible to replace the bin at the school with a better example.  It was also mentioned that little-used waste bins could be removed but that currently none of the local bins were under threat.
77/22
Members considered issues relating to the Council’s property and assets.



It was noted that the Church Lane bench having been refurbished and returned to its location was being used and appreciated.  Cllr Hales was thanked for his work.



A discussion was held on the appropriate forms for the Memorial Garden tree plaques.



RESOLVED that cast plaques be provided for the Jubilee and Duke of Edinburgh trees, and an engraved plaque for the Walnut tree.


Cllr Karling advised that the box for the water connection at Sandy Croft was under construction and the final work should be completed in the next few days.



Members considered the condition of the wind-damaged Sycamore tree on Sandy Croft.



RESOLVED that the Council’s usual contractor be asked to carry out all necessary work to ensure safety within the budget allocated.
[Cllr Berrisford joined the meeting during the above item.]

78/22
Members considered the operation of the speed monitoring devices on the A531 which were now back in service.  Cllrs Bullock and Karling would seek to download data using the instrument provided by the manufacturer and an appropriate laptop or other device.

79/22
Area issues raised by members were considered. There were problems with water collecting on Back Lane, Balterley which appeared to be linked to a collapsed drain.  Cllr Berrisford would follow up.  The issues on Den Lane appeared to have eased and it appeared the works by Network Rail were nearing an end.  The felt on the Village Hall bus shelter had been blown off during recent strong winds.  The shelter was owned by the Parish Council and it was therefore RESOLVED that any necessary repairs be completred.
80/22
The Clerk tabled correspondence received since the last meeting.  There were no matters requiring decision. 

81/22
The Clerk had circulated to members a list of  invoices to hand and payments due, and the Financial and Bank Statements to date.   



RESOLVED
a) that the Council authorises payment of the following : 
G Griffiths 

Salary

£   644.10
1540

R Bettle-Smith
Flags

£     74.53
1541

G Griffiths

Back pay
£     98.80
1542  *





b) that the Financial Statement be received;





c) that the Bank Statement, having been inspected by the Chairman be noted and the reconciliation verified and be signed by the Chairman.


( * This payment was authorised and made under Minute 84 (below) but is listed here for consistency)

82/22
Members considered issues relating to council communication.

83/22
RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded during the following item of business on the grounds that they concern matters relating to a particular employee (Local Government Act 1972, Section 100, Schedule 12A (1)), and that under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (1) (2) admission would be prejudicial to the public interest.  
84/22
Members considered details of the 2021 Pay Award for local government employees and the implications for the Clerk’s salary if it were to be implemented.



RESOLVED that the 2021 Award be implemented and the appropriate payment be made to the Clerk.
85/22
Members considered arrangements for the recruitment of a Clerk to the Council.  The Clerk reported that he had received two expressions of interest from  candidates who seemed to be appropriately qualified.

86/22
Date of next meeting: Thursday 24th March 2022.

