BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 26th September 2019
264/19
PRESENT:


Cllrs Seb Daly, Neil Bullock, Graham Ecclestone, Dave Hales, Richard Head, Tony Reah, Frank Speed, Ian Walton and Chris Watkin.  

265/19
IN ATTENDANCE:


County Cllr Northcott (from min.276).


Borough Cllr G White.


PC Gary Wilson.


Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk).

266/19
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Berrisford (unwell), Bettley-Smith (away) and Karling (away).

267/19
Members considered the declaration of interests in agenda items. Cllrs Bullock and Head each declared a personal interest in matters relating to Betley Court through their connections to the owner and tenants. Cllr Speed also declared a personal interest as an adjacent landowner.

268/19
No members of the public were present to engage in public participation.

269/19
RESOLVED that subject to the corrections set out below the minutes of the meeting of 25th July be approved as a true record and be signed by the Chairman. 




CORRECTION:    
Min. 226/19 “would be effective” to read “would be more effective”






       
Min. 239/19 “Coun cil’s” to read “Council’s”.

270/19
RESOLVED that subject to the correction set out below the minutes of the meeting of 5th September be approved as a true record and be signed by the Chairman. 




CORRECTION:  
Min. 249/19 “accpted” to read “accepted”.







Min. 253/19 Point 7 “appoilance” to read “appliance”








Point 13 “mere” to read “Mere”; “have a resource” to read “have a closer resource”








Point 15 “fires” to read “fire”








Point 17 “limited police attendance” to read “limited initial police attendance”







Min. 259/19 penultimate sentence “millitary” to read “military”.

271/19
Members reviewed the list of Action Points from the July meeting.  All had been progressed and/or would be further considered later in the meeting.

272/19
The Clerk read out the report supplied by the Chairman on his actions since the last meeting.

273/19
The Vice-Chairman updated members on the new booking arrangements for the Rural Runabout.

274/19
The Clerk reported on a number of issues which had been raised with him by individual residents.

275/19
Borough Cllr White presented his report to the meeting, which included the following:




A meeting of the Full Council had taken place the previous week, but had been largely uneventful.  The Car Parking Strategy had now passed through the scrutiny process and would go to Cabinet next week for approval.  It included a £1 flat fee after 13.00 and it was hoped this would encourage town centre footfall.




The Ground Floor of Castle House was still closed and was likely to remain so until December because of a manufacturing fault which would be rectified without additional cost to the council.




Locally he continued to be involved in the aftermath of the Betley Court fire to ensure that the Council was still engaging with the needs of residents.  He had withdrawn his call-in of the application for a dwelling at Old Hall Farm as it had been recommended for refusal by officers.  He had met with Cllr Reah regarding the community clean-up day.

[County Cllr Northcott joined the meeting at this point]

276/19
County Cllr Northcott presented his report to the meeting, which included the following:




An additional £700M had been allocated by the Government for health and social care.




428 potholes had been repaired the previous week; 162 new potholes had been reported.




95% of parents had secured the first choice school placements for their children.




Highways had attended to address some patching work and he had received a report on drainage and gullies. Although these had been inspected a significant proportion could not be accessed without specialist equipment. The scale of work needed across his county division was such that it would exhaust his £20,000 budget. He would allocate 50% of this funding to the Betley area and was expecting to receive a schedule of works by the end of the month.




The County Council had committed to a Supported Living Dynamic Funding System.




The County had also signed up to a tripartite agreement on tackling domestic abuse with the City Council and Shropshire to 2023.




The Warmer Home Funds was still open.




Turning to Borough issues an Interim Chief Planning Officer had been appointed, and he had been assured that there would be no disruption to Neighbourhood Plans.




Cheshire East was now consulting on the review of their Local Plan.

277/19
PC Wilson presented his report.  There had been seven incidents in September to date and two crimes had been reported of fraud and flytipping. This was a very similar pattern to the previous year.




Staffing locally remained challenging but an additional officer had been transferred in to provide support.




He appreciated there were problems with the 101 service; on-line reporting was available via Facebook.




He explained he would be happy to review the police response to the Betley Court Fire at the appropriate stage in the meeting.

278/19
The Council’s representatives on outside bodies presented their reports.




Cllr Bullock reported that the Safer Neighbourhoods Panel (SNP) had met.  Over the coming months they would be scrutinising the use of Stop and Search, the Use of Force, and Domestic Abuse data.  Each SNP would have Data Champions who would review statistics provided.  Cllr Bullock would be one of the two Data Champions for the Newcastle area.




Cllr Reah reported on the recent meeting of the Locality Action Partnership (LAP).  A number of interesting issues from other areas had been raised including a possible substantial planning application at Madeley Heath and the potential reopening of the Offley Arms as a community hub and pub.




The LAP required funding in order to continue and it had been suggested that each Parish Council could contribute £100.  It was agreed this would be considered at the October meeting.

279/19
It was agreed to bring forward the agenda item on the community clean-up day to allow Cllr White to contribute.  Cllr Reah advised that Friday 8th November had been selected as the date. The Borough Council would arrange for the road and pavement to be swept from Wrinehill to Balterley and signs would be cleaned. A community litterpick had been considered but there was so little litter this hardly seemed necessary.  The Village Hall would be made vailable for teas and coffees, and toilet facilities.



Aspire Housing would also arrange for bulk waste collections on the day.



It was agreed that the road/pavement sweeping would be more effective if the road edge vegetation could be cleared/ loosened and if parking could be minimised.  It was suggested that flyers could be placed on windscreens to explain what was planned.

280/19
Members considered issues arising from the fire at Betley Court. Cllr Head reported that the initial crisis phase had passed and fewer requests for aid were being received. The GoFundMe appeal had raised in excess of £5,000 and arrangements were being made to draw this down. It had been hoped that the Parish Council could handle this but the Clerk had been advised that this would not be permissible. Alternative arrangements had therefore been made and residents should shortly be receiving cash payments to help them meet needs.  There would be no means or need testing with all residents reciving the same amount.



The Village Hall had hosted a lunch for residents who wished to attend at which they were able to discuss their experiences in a private setting. This had been appreciated by those involved and he placed on record his appreciation of those who had assisted with the event.




PC Wilson explained in detail the police response to the Betley Court Fire and the prioritisation of actions alongside the Fire & Rescue Service.  Five officers were on site within ten minutes of being notified of the incident, with two PCSOs joining them shortly after. The first priority had been to ensure that the building was safely evacuated.  The second priority was to establish and maintain an exclusion zone to ensure the safety of the public and the emergency services and to allow the Fire Service to operate effectively.  He appreciated that the incident had resulted in severe congestion and delay, but traffic management was of necessity a low priority.  The fact that local residents had voluntarily assisted with traffic management was welcome and appreciated.



RESOLVED
That PC Wilson and his colleagues be thanked for their efforts under difficult circumstances on the day and for the detailed explanation given to members.
281/19
The Clerk advised members of items dealt with as urgent business since the last meeting of the Council. In consultation with the Chairman and/or Vice-Chairman he had approved the following:




Work to remove ragwort from Sandy Croft and to strim growth as necessary at the community orchard.




Payment of invoices due since the July meeting (as listed in Min. 298).

282/19
The Clerk formally tabled his letter to the Chairman giving notice of his intention to retire from his employment by the Council from 31st March 2020.

283/19
Members received the External Audit Report for 2018/19.  The Clerk indicated that the Audit was “clean” in financial terms, but there had been two procedural issues including late publication of the public notice of audit, for which he took full responsibility.

284/19
Members considered the following planning application.



19/00637/FUL  Agricultural building, land adjacent to and south of Checkley Lane, Wrinehill.



RESOLVED
that the Parish Council objects to the application.




The site lies within the Green Belt and therefore national and local planning policy (Policy S.3 of the Newcastle Local Plan 2011) permit development of this nature (within the Green belt) only “if the applicant demonstrates that it is essential for the efficient operation of agriculture … in the locality”.  There is a significant lack of detail in the application and no evidence is provided that the development is “essential for the efficient operation” of the agricultural business.  As such it represents inappropriate development within the Green Belt and cannot be permitted.
285/19
The Clerk advised members of the following planning decision notices.



19/00536  Pitched roof over pool etc, White Oaks, Main Road, Betley - PERMITTED



19/00554  Reinstatement of Class A Permitted Development Rights, Yew Tree Cottage, Deans Lane, Balterley - PERMITTED.




536 was in accordance with the views of the Parish Council; 554 was contrary to the views of the Parish Council.

286/19
There were no further planning matters to be considered.

287/19
Cllr Reah reported on progress in relation to commemorating the 75th anniversary of VE Day in 2020. A community group was in place and funding had been secured. A number of potential events had been arranged though precise timings were uncertain as they would be based around a planned fly-past. The group would be meeting again on 3rd October.  Cllr Reah was thanked for his work on this project.

288/19
The Clerk advised that he had nothing new to report in relation to HS2.  Cllr Northcott reported that the Borough Council was now a Qualifying Authority in respect of the scheme and that government funding would be available to help the Borough manage the planning process.

289/19
Cllr Head provided an update on the Neighbourhood Plan.  The Informal Consultation had now officially closed; around 34 responses had been received with a similar number attending the two public meetings.  The methodology of the consultation had been discussed at length by the Working Group and would guide future consultations.



Progress was being made on the Joint Local Plan. A Planning Policy Officer was now in post and the Joint Action Group had met.  The proposal to remove land at Keele from the Green Belt needed further discussion and a Rural Service Topic Paper was being considered.

290/19
Members considered issues relating to speed monitoring.  A Speed Watch session had been held on 23rd September with around 12 vehicles recorded as speeding. A site meeting to discuss the possible installation of Average Speed Cameras had been promised, although their provision remained unlikely because of their high cost.

291/19
Members considered issues relating to Council property and assets.  

292/19 RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded during consideration of the following items (293 & 294) under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section 100A (Schedule 12A Part I (9) ) of the Local Government Act 1972 in that it relates to potential contractual arrangements for the supply of goods and services, and that it is considered to be in the public interest to exclude.
293/19
The Clerk advised that two tenders had been received for the felling of the Cedar on the Memorial Garden.



RESOLVED
that, subject to the Clerk satisfying himself that the tender met the requirements of the Council, the tender of STS Contractors UK Ltd be accepted in the sum of £600 + VAT.
[Cllr Speed declared a prejudicial interest in the above matter due to his connection

to one of the tenderers and withdrew from the meeting]

294/19
The Clerk indicated that he had only secured one price for a Christmas Tree for the Memiorial Garden which members felt was excessive. He would continue to try to source a suitable tree at a reasonable price, but sought guidance on alternatives.



RESOLVED
that in the event of it proving impossible to source a suitable tree at an appropriate price the existing Cedar tree be used for the 2019 Christmas Lights with felling to follow in January.
295/19
Area issues raised by members were considered.  The only matter requiring action was to report to County Highways, with photographic evidence, the encroachment of vegetation onto the highway at Doctor’s Corner.

296/19
The Cerk advised members that the County Council was intending to impose a traffic order prohibiting access for motor vehicles, other than for access, to a section of Bowhill Lane.



RESOLVED
that the Order be supported subject to a public right of way as a footpath and bridleway being retained in perpetuity.
297/19
The Clerk tabled correspondence received since the last meeting. There were no matters requiring decision.

298/19
The Clerk submitted to members a list of  invoices to hand and payments due, and the Financial and Bank Statements to date.   



RESOLVED
a) that the Council authorises payment of the following : 



G Griffiths


Salary/ Expenses
£   983.35
1378



L Rimmer


Meml Garden
£   160.00
1379



Mazars LLP


External Audit
£   336.00
1380





b) that the Council notes the following payments made since the July meeting of the Council:



L Rimmer


Meml Garden
£   290.00
1373



Humphreys Signs Ltd
Neighbourhood Plan
£   210.00
1374



TW Heler & Sons

Highways work
£   300.00







Installation of







  Notice Board
£   384.00
1375


   At 5th September meeting



Design Office


Sandy Croft signs
£     68.40
1376



B Glover


Sandy Croft Maint
£   100.00
1377





c) that the Financial Statement be received;





d) that the Bank Statement, having been inspected by the Chairman be noted and the reconciliation verified and be signed by the Chairman.

299/19
Members considered issues relating to council communication.

300/19
Date of next meeting: Thursday 24th October 2019.
