BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 25th July 2019
215/19
PRESENT:


Cllrs Robert Bettley-Smith, Neil Bullock, Seb Daly, Dave Hales, Tony Reah, Frank Speed (from min.220) and Ian Walton.  

216/19
IN ATTENDANCE:

Borough Cllr G White.


Chief Inspector C Langley.


Two members of the public.


Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk).

217/19
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Berrisford (work), Ecclestone (family), Head (holiday) and Watkin (family).

218/19
Members considered the declaration of interests in agenda items. No interests were declared at this point.

219/19
No members of the public wished to engage in public participation.

220/19
The Clerk confirmed that he had received three applications to be considered to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Cllr Terry Townsend (Balterley Ward).  Two candidates were present in person and each was given the opportunity to address the Council.  The third candidate was unable to be present, but had submitted a written application.

[Cllr Speed joined the meeting during the above item.  Cllr Daly declared a personal interest

in the matter as he was related by marriage to one of the applicants.]



RESOLVED
that Mr D Karling be co-opted to serve as a member for the Balterley Ward until the next ordinary elections to the Parish Council.

221/19
Chief Inspector Claire Langley was welcomed to the meeting and invited to comment on current policing issues. These included the following matters.



SURGERIES.  Attendances were low, hence the suggestion of using the Tea Rooms rather than the Reading Room.  However she appreciated that there was an issue of timing and a need to ensure there was sufficient time to publicise the change of venue.



SPEEDING.  CI Langley commended the work of the local community through both the speed monitoring equipment and the Community Speed Watch Scheme.  Members indicated that there seemed a specific issue of speeding HGVs at around 0600 to 0630.  CI Langley indicated that if evidence could be provided via the speed monitoring equipment then it could be possible to respond.



PARKING NEAR SCHOOL.  Members indicated that there were two particular issues relating to the school area: parking within the prohibited area creating a hazard and also excessive speeding by tractors during agricultural contracting work.  DI Langley indicated that she would be happy to provide police support and that action could be taken against repeat offenders.  Cllr Daly would liaise with the police when the school term resumed in September.



ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR.  Despite concerns expressed by members there had been no reports of ASB to the Police in the last month.  There was a need for incidents to be reported if action was to be taken.  A member expressed concern about the slow response times when telephoning on 101.  The CI apologised for the delays which reflected the pressures on the service.  In the past week she had launched a local policing presence on social media including Facebook and an ability to report by e-mail or via an online link.



The Chairman thanked CI Langley for her attendance and her clear commitment to the community.  He outlined the Parish Council’s role in the annual Christmas Lights and the importance to the community of the switching on event which would take place on 29th November 2019.  The participation of the police had been a valued feature in the past and CI Langley indicated that she thought this was important and had her support.



Borough Cllr White raised an issue regarding the non-filling of a vacancy within the Neighbourhood Policing Unit.  CI Langley responded explaining the pressures on funding.



RESOLVED
that CI Langley be thanked for her attendance and for explaining policing arrangements in dealing with criminality, and the allocation of resources within her area of responsibility. Members indicated that they were satisfied with the explanations offered.

222/19
Borough Cllr White presented his report to the meeting, which included the following:




A meeting of the Full Council had taken place the previous day.  Efforts to encourage town centre growth had been identified including further work on invigorating the market, car parking, CCTV and encouraging an online presence for local businesses.  Air Quality Monitoring had revealed that more roads were failing standards.  £100k had been allocated to correct faults at the Jubilee Leisure Centre.  The former Registrar’s Office was to be sold to generate a capital receipt.




On local issues he had “called in” the planning application for a farm manager’s dwelling; both councillors had attended the Betley Bike Curious event; a local resident had been offered assistance on a tree issue; and the issue of the Cedar on the Memorial Garden had been raised with the Borough’s tree officer.




Members noted that the gutter sweeper had visited but it would be helpful if advanced notice was given so that better access could be arranged (e.g. by moving parked cars). It would also be useful if weed treatment and gutter sweeping could be co-ordinated.  Cllr White indicated that this would not be straightforward given the Borough/ County division of responsibilities and the short notice changes to work plans that were sometimes necessary.




On the general issue of street cleansing Cllr White outlined the Community Clean Up Day scheme which was effective in Madeley.  This involved community groups co-operating with the Borough Council on a specific day with the community providing volunteer input and the Borough providing specialist equipment and support.



RESOLVED
that Cllrs Reah and Daly be authorised to investigate the possibility of co-ordinating a Community Clean Up Day in the autumn.
223/19
RESOLVED that subject to the correction set out below the minutes of the meeting of 27th June be approved as a true record and be signed by the Chairman. 




CORRECTION:  Min. 199/19 (b) “cotact” to read “contact”.

224/19
The Chairman commented on Minute 193/19.  Although he had no reason to suppose that the minute was anything other than a true record of the meeting he felt that it did not accurately reflect the position in relation to his submission to the meeting.  He had circulated a suggestion that - if supported - could then be used to develop terms of reference for the Traffic & Police Liaison Group and no scheme, as such, had been drawn up.  This seemed to have been misunderstood and there had perhaps been some miscommunication.

225/19
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of 11th July be approved as a true record and be signed by the Chairman. 

226/19
Members reviewed the list of Action Points from the May meeting.



Cllr Reah indicated that his efforts to put together a group to progress the event/s to mark the 75th Anniversary of the end of World War II had run into difficulties over concerns that it would be a Parish Council role rather than a community effort.  He suggested that it would be effective if it was clearly a community group organising the event, with representation from the Council and support as necessary.



RESOLVED
a) that Minute 182/19 be rescinded;





b) that the establishment of a community group be approved with full support from the Parish Council;





c) that Cllrs Daly and Reah would represent the Parish Council, with Cllr Reah acting as lead member.



Cllr Bullock would continue to develop Terms of Reference for the Highways and Police Liaison Group.



A plaque for Main Road/ East Lawns had been ordered. Cllr Hales would approach the family to establish which bench should be used.



The two plaques at the Memorial Garden would be removed from the brick plinth and the plinth removed on safety grounds. The plaques to be safely stored and first refusal for potential relocation to be offered to the school (Gambia plaque) and the Village Hall Committee (Agny twinning).



The Clerk had reviewed the GDPR implications of communicatipn between members and between members and officers of the council. He felt that there was probably no issue to address, but had prepared a consent form which would ensure that the practice was proper.

227/19
The Chairman presented his report on matters dealt with since the last meeting of the council.  The Rural Runabout was to continue to operate but with significant changes to the organisational structure.  He was satisfied that the operation was legal, some areas of uncertainty having been clarified. Cllr Daly was to take over responsibility for bookings and there were ideas to increase usage in order to maintain viability.

228/19
The Vice-Chairman reported that he had also attended the Rural Runabout meeting.

229/19
The Clerk advised members that the Council’s insurers had indicated that they were happy to continue cover for maintenance of the speed monitoring equipment subject to a risk assessment being in place.

230/19
The Council’s representatives on outside bodies presented their reports.

231/19
The Clerk advised members of items dealt with as urgent business since the last meeting of the Council. In consultation with the Chairman and/or Vice-Chairman he had approved the following:




The placing of an entry for the Scarecrow Trail on the Memorial Garden;




The commissioning of signage for the Neighbourhood Plan informal consultation to be placed on (and over) the Betley Show signage. He also expressed appreciation to the Show signage team who had arranged for the signs to be installed.




The Show Committee had been granted permission to install their own signage on the Memorial Garden in accordance with past custom and practice.

232/19
Members considered the following planning application.



19/00536/FUL  Formation of pitched roof over existing pool and extension to form additional kitchen area, store, energy house and gym, White Oaks, Main Road, Betley.



RESOLVED
that, given the location, the size of the existing property and the plot on which it stands, the Parish Council has no objection subject to the Local Planning Authority satisfying itself that the application is in accordance with planning policy.
233/19
Members considered the following planning application.



19/00554/FUL  To vary condition 6 of permission 16/00332/FUL to restore Class A permitted development rights at Yew Tree Cottage, Deans Lane, Balterley.



RESOLVED
that the Parish Council objects to the application to vary the condition previously imposed and is of the view that the proposed sun room should be the subject of a full planning application which can then receive proper consideration.

234/19
The Clerk advised members that no planning decision notices had been received.

235/19
There were no further planning matters to be considered.

236/19
The Clerk advised that he had nothing new to report in relation to HS2.

237/19
Cllr Head provided an update on the Neighbourhood Plan.  A Draft Neighbourhood Plan had now been prepared for the next stage, informal public consultation.  Copies had been e-mailed to all members and the formal approval of the Parish Council was necessary for consultation to proceed. Several members commented on the high quality of the Plan as prepared.



RESOLVED
a) that the Draft Neighbourhood Plan be formally approved for informal public consultation;





b) that the members of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group be thanked for their hard work.

238/19
Members considered issues relating to Council property and assets.  

239/19
The condition of Sandy Croft was reviewed. There was significant weed growth in the community orchard area and significant amounts of ragwort. Members wished to maximise the conservation value of the site but there was also a need to protect the community orchard, maintain easy public access and to meet the obligations to neighbours in respect of the ragwort.



RESOLVED
that the Clerk be instructed to engage the Coun cil’s nominated contractor, on terms within budget, to carry out the following works:




a) to hand-pull ragwort across the public area (the small amount of ragwort within the Conservation Area to be left);




b) to strim the weed growth in the community orchard area.

240/19
Members considered the condition of the Cedar on the Memorial Garden.  Independent professional advice had been received that the tree was suffering from Sirococcus blight and that the appropriate course of action would be to fell the tree.  Members felt there was no option but to follow expert advice but, as the tree was in the Conservation Area, permission would need to be obtained from the Borough Council before work could proceed.



RESOLVED
a) that the Clerk submit an application to fell to the Borough Council;





b) that the Clerk obtain competitive quotations for the work of felling, to include removal of the lighting currently on the tree;





c) that the Clerk investigate options for the supply and erection of a Christmas Tree on the Memorial Garden.

241/19
Area issues raised by members were considered.  The only matter requiring decision was whether the Council wished to carry out the usual pre-Show work of trimming back the epicormal growth at the Wilderness and sweeping of the pavement in the area.



RESOLVED
that the Council’s usual contractor be engaged to carry out the works on the usual terms.
242/19
The Clerk tabled correspondence received since the last meeting. There were no matters requiring decision.

243/19
The Clerk submitted to members a list of  invoices to hand and payments due, and the Financial and Bank Statements to date.   



RESOLVED
a) that the Council authorises payment of the following : 



G Griffiths


Neighbourhood Plan
£   307.80
1367



G Griffiths


Salary/ Expenses
£   829.51
1368



Broxap Ltd


Benches

£2,211.00
1369



Zurich Municipal

Insurance premium
£   686.01
1370



R Head


Neighbourhood Plan







   (reimbursement)
£     90.80
1371



TW Heler & Son




£1,020.00
1372





b) that the Financial Statement be received;





c) that the Bank Statement, having been inspected by the Chairman be noted and the reconciliation verified and be signed by the Chairman.

244/19
Members considered issues relating to council communication.

245/19
Date of next meeting: Thursday 26th September 2019.
